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THE HOLY FATHER ON THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


SEGRETERIA DI STATO 
ai Sua Santita' 
Dal Vaticano, August 19, 1936. 


No. 1563568. 
da citarsi nella risposta. 


Your Eminence, 


For many years, the Holy Father has been aware of the high place which 
the Holy Name Society has won in the Catholic life of the United States of 
America. Established for the purpose of promoting reverence for the Holy Name 
of Jesus among Catholic men, and of leading them through deeper knowledge 
to more intimate union with Him, this Society has prospered beyond the hopes 
of its founders until today with its widespread organization in so many 
Dioceses and parishes of the land, it has become one of the most potent 
influences for good upon the American Continent. 


Still vivid in the memory of the Sovereign Pontiff is the great demon- 
stration of faith and good works of which the Capital City of Washington was 
the scene in September 1924 when this providential Society assembled for its 
first National Convention. Even after the lapse of twelve years, that event 
stands out in recollection as a deeply significant affirmation of the power 
of Catholicity to inspire in the faithful the noblest ideals of service to 
God and to country and to rally them to the defense of the sacred interests 
of true religion and of true patriotism. 


It was, therefore, with more than ordinary satisfaction that His : 
Holiness learned of the plans for the Second National Convention to be held : 


during September in the City of New York under the presidency of Your Eminence 4 
as the Cardinal Archbishop of that historic See. By this letter, which is : ‘ 
meant to evidence His cordial benevolence towards the Society and His paternal ; 


encouragement of its members in their efforts to realize its aims in their 
private and in their public lives, and by the patronage and assistance of 
Your Eminence who has so often and so well interpreted His thought in the 
past, the Common Father will in some way be present at this important assembly 
of His dearly beloved sons and will be able to speak to them from His heart 

as if He were among them. 


There is no need to search far for the causes of the success which has 
attended the Holy Name Society. With the Name above all names inscribed 
upon its banners, it has sought first the Kingdom of God; it has given to 
Him through Whom the world was created and by Whom it was repaired when 
ravaged by sin and error the place which is His due; it has put first 
things first. ee oom d 


_ The tragedy of our times is the inversion of the right order, the rr ae 
preference of the human to the divine, the material to the spiritual. If © 
pleasure is raised above duty, personal interests above justice and charity, .)e 

e oh” ; my &: 
ea Pe et : a 


love the Lord Goa above 


all thi i S ve 
Bee eet fe at aur ce ings and our neighbor as ourselves for the love 


ril that we refuse acquiescence to this demand. 


Cees precisely for the reason that they know and i 
: dain jobs, GWOtnC) Chnrerey io) 
re acest ability this fundamental principle of human living that 
the solution of ot Name Society have a valuable contribution to make towards 
Nese ne € problems that confront modern Society. By word and by 
eG ey acvice and by example, they can aid their fellows who have not the 
clear lights of Faith to rediscover the truth that the only goal worthy of 


human striving is God and that the only wa : 
i t ( ‘ 
following of Christ. y way to reach that goal is by the 


' The Holy Name Society, therefore, has no need to search for new objec- 
tives, for other foundations upon which to build. It is dedicated to Him in 
Whose name alone is there salvation for individuals and for society. It is 
for them only to make their Divine Patron and Model better known, to make His 


Saving influence more widely felt, to do their part in restoring all 
Pein eSeean Christ. 


Let no one say that the lesson of their lives will be lost on those 
around them. The most compelling apologetic is that of good example. The 
wholesome, virile piety which is the. mark of the true Holy Name man exercises 
a powerful attraction and awakens in the bosom of even the most calloused 
votary of the materiality a feeling of nostalgia for the spirituality of tne 
past. How many consoling conversions have been occasioned by the personal 
example of Holy Name men. How many wandering souls have been brought back by 
witnessing those marvelous and characteristic scenes enacted in the parish 
churches of America when the members of the Society receive Holy Communion 
in a body. Only the All-seeing God can say. But we know that’ their number 
must be great indeed. 


The Sovereign Pontiff who has so often heard of these manifestations 
and been so profoundly comforted by them, desires that they continue and that 
they be extended to as many as possible of the parishes of the country. He 
invites the present members of the Society and those who shall become members 
to come ever closer to the One Whose name they bear, to enter into ever more 
intimate union with Him by Frequent and devout use of the great means of 
prayer, the Sacrifice and the Sacraments. Let them give themselves to a fuller 
study, according to their abilities, of the everlasting truths of their holy 
Religion and to the study of the problems which agitate the minds of men 
today in the light of those unchanging truths. Thus, under the authoritative 
guidance of their Bishops "who have been sent by the Holy Ghost to rule 
the Church of God" and of their priests, the cooperators of the Episcopal Order, 
they will prepare themselves adequately for the tasks of tomorrow in the 
fields of Catholic thought and Catholic Action. If we may judge from the 
Signs of the times, those tasks will be so heavy and so demanding as to call 
for the best efforts of which this magnificent body of Catholic men is capable. 


That they may justify the hopes which He reposes in them and that the 
grace of God may descend upon them to this end in plenteous measure, the Holy 
Father will have a special memento for them in His prayers and when He stands 
at the Altar of Sacrificee As a further pledge of divine favor and as a mark 
of His particular solicitude, He imparts to Your Eminence, and to the Most 
Reverend Ordinaries, to the National Director and to the Diocesan Directors 
and to all the men of the Holy Name Society His paternal Apostolic 


Benediction. 


Begging leave to avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Eninence 
the expression of my deep devotion and esteem, I am 


Devotedly yours, 


(signed) E. Card. Pacelli 


To His Eminence 


Patrick Cardinal Hayes 
Archbishop of New York 
_ NEW YORK CITY 


LETTER OF HIS EMINENCE THOMAS PIUS CARDINAL BOGGIANI, O.P. 
PROTECTOR OF THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


Rome, June 24, 1935€. 


Very Reverend Father: 


Recalling the great success of the First 
National Congress of the Holy Name Society, held in 
Washington in September, 1924, I send greetings and con- 
gratulations to the Second National Congress of the same 
Society convening in New York next September. 


As Cardinal Protector, therefore, I am pledging 
fullest and warmest support to this Second National Con- 
vention of this wonderful Society of the Holy Name. I — 
am confident that our members will answer the call with 
enthusiasm and in great numbers; that the Congress y 
itself will, yieid bountiful spiritual and practical re- 
sults; furthermore, that it will awaken in the souls of 
members stronger and ever firmer faith, zeal and the 
ardent desire for an exemplary Christian Iba gteye 


ee ee eo ae 


> May their spirits be enriched with wisdom and 
fortitude, so that they can overcome the stern opposi- © 
tion which the Holy Name and our Christian principles ; 
are encountering during these modern times. May they ‘ a 
be prepared especially to counteract the danger of Com- 
Rag munistic propaganda, which seeks to invade every country 
. Sy PEA and aims at the destruction of all the most sacred in- _ ie 
ae ; ni * ROT PRUE of the ee ae “the home Ee the nas Aon . oe Na 
pee ee SE ceed RMS ee ee 
gg eR Se WA “with these hopes and best wishes for success, Sa. aie aM e 
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NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 


MERICA has witnessed a 
A great public profession of 
Faith made by the Catholic 
men of the Holy Name Societies. 
Men traveled great distances to be 
present at the four-day congress and 
some arrived a week before the open- 
ing. Every section of the country 
was represented when registration 
was begun. 


! 
teze- 1 4} 


THURSDAY 
SEPTEMBER 17 


\ 

[HE convention opened formally on 

Thursday morning with Solemn 
Pontifical Mass in St. Patrick's Ca- 
thedral. Holy Name men filled the 
great church. The chimes sounded 
“Holy God we.Praise Thy Name,” 
as the crucifer and acolytes led the 
procession from Cathedral College 
where the clergy had vested. First 
came the choir boys, followed by the 


Christian Brothers. Then came the 
clergy and the religious; Dominicans, 
Franciscans, Capuchins, Paulists, 
Passionists, Jesuits, Redemptorists, 
Carmelites, with representatives of 
every Order, Congregation and So- 
ciety. Next came the Very Rev. T. 
S. McDermott, O.P., S.T.Lr., Pro- 
vincial of the Order of Preachers 
who was accompanied by the Very 
Rey. Thomas F. Conlon, O.P., the 
National Director of the Holy Name 
Societies, and the Very Rev. Justin 
McManus, O.P.,S.T.Lr., Prior of the 
Dominican House in Washington, D. 
C. There were twenty-one Monsignori 
who were followed by the Most Rev. 
John Bernard Kevenhoerster, O.S.B. 
D.D., Prefect-Apostolic of the Ba- 
hamas; the Most Rev. Thomas J. 
Toolen, D.D., Bishop of Mobile; the 
Most Rev. Daniel F. Desmond, D.D. 
Bishop of Alexandria, La.; The 
Most Rev. John F. Noll, D.D., 


Bishop of Fort Wayne, Ind.; the 
Most Rev. Thomas E. Molloy, 
S.T.D., Bishop of Brooklyn; the 
Most Rev. Maurice F. McAuliffe, 
D.D., Bishop of Hartford; the Most 
Rev. Edward Mooney, D.D., Arch- 
bishop—Bishop of Rochester, N.J.; 
and the Most Rev. John T. Mc- 
Nicholas, O.P., S.T.M., Archbishop 
of Cincinnati. 


NExtT came the ministers of the 

Mass; the Rev. John M. Mc- 
Sherry, Subdeacon; the Rey. An- 
drew J. Donnelly, Deacon; the Very 
Rev. Monsignor Francis P. Con- 
nelly of Brooklyn, Assistant Priest; 
and the Celebrant, the Most Rev. 
Stephen J. Donahue, S.T.D., Aux- 
iliary Bishop of New York. 


Avtihecend of the procession was) 
_his Eminence, Patrick Cardinal 
Hayes, the Archbishop of New ah 


Se ereatl: \his 
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York, in the red of his office, ac- 
companied by the Right Reverend 
Monsignor M. J. Lavelle, P.A., V.G., 
assistant Priest at the throne; and 
chaplains, the Right Rev. Monsignor 
John J. Murphy, Spiritual Director 
cf the Newark Diocesan Holy Name 
Union and the Rt. Rev. Monsignor 
M. J. Splaine, D.D., Spiritual Direc- 
tor of the Boston Archdiocesan Holy 
Name Union. The guard of honor 
to his Eminence included former 
Governor Alfred E. Smith, the Hon. 
Alfred Talley and the Hon. J. P. 
O’Brien former Mayor of New York 
City. 


[HE procession proceeded along the 

south wall of the Cathedral out to 
Fifth Avenue where those passing by 
paused to catch a glimpse of the col- 
orful pageant which was passing into 
the great center door of the Cathe- 
dral. 


WVirurn the great church the boom 

of the chimes blended with the 
sonorous tones of the great organ 
until the choir began the Introit of 
the Mass. 


AFTER the Postcommunion the 
-Rev. Joseph A. Tytheridge read 
the message from the Pope conveyed 
through the Secretary of State, Car- 
dinal Pacelli, in which he imparted 
the Apostolic blessing to the Conven- 
tion and greeted the Holy Name So- 
ciety as “one of the most potent in- 
fluences of good on the American 
continent.’’ When the letter had been 
Eminence, the Cardinal 
a Archbishop of New York, entered 
; sie the Bupa Bad addressed the congre- 
gation: | 


‘WW uat a wonderful letter you 

have received, from our Holy 
Father through Cardinal Pacelli, 
Secretary of State. I seldom in my 
long experience have seen a letter of 
such length and with such a spirit of 
approbation and appreciation on the 
part of the Vicar of Christ for any 
of our Societies. To me it is ‘a mar- 
velous document and entirely covers 
the situation—the spiritual side of 
things, and then the material, making 
due reference to it, and appreciating 
what is being done; and then telling 
you men of the Holy Name Society 
that you have become one of the most 
potent influences for good upon the 
American Continent. The American 
Continent is very large, and it is mar- 
velous that your Society received 
such an encomium from the Vicar of 
Christ. 


‘*FJE states in the letter that it is a 

“providential society,’ provi- 
dential for your own sanctification. 
How we must realize every day that 
the important thing is: “What doth 
it profit a man if he gain the world 
and suffer the loss of his soul.” 
Probably for the average one of us, 
yea, the Pope, Cardinal, Bishop, 
Priest, layman, the problem is: Am 
I going to save my soul or am I go- 
ing to lose it? You have all the 
chance in this world to save it, but 
you have, also, an equal chance, you 
might say, if not more so, to lose it. 
Hence, it is providential for you men 


that you belong to an organization 


such as this, because you have the 


sacraments, and you ought to be 
drawn to them, they do not come to 


you except through the ministry of 
the priest. An organization such as 


' this draws ee es s you here. If_ 


Fsia-s 


——_ 
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licity to inspire in the faithful the no- 
blest ideals of service to God and to 
country and to rally them to the de- 
fense of the sacred interests of true 
religion and of true patriotism. 


‘*THE word “patriotism” seems to 

be an obsolete word just now in 
our own country. Rarely do we see 
it. Rarely do we hear it. We are 
informed that even in our schools 
and our colleges and our universities, 
instead of patriotism, we hear Com- 
munism. Imagine America trying to 
keep from its citizens the word “‘pa- 
triotism!”” The Holy Father in his 
letter says: rally them to the de- 
fense of the sacred interests of true 
religion and of true patriotism”— 
for God and country, of course. 


‘*"Ropay we are a world in battle, 
a battle against Atheism in Rus- 
sacrilege in Spain, a Catholic 
country; the Apostasy in Mexico, 
another Catholic country. It is a 
serious situation. We may have to 
battle here in America for the flag 
that flies over our heads. When I 
was a boy, we were taught to have 
such reverence for the flag. Now it 
is a struggle among the children to 
get them to respect the flag. 


**BecauseE of the times, our Holy 


Father says to you men that. 


you are called in a special manner to 


inspire the faithful, by example, in 


the noblest ideals of service to God 
and to country. America will never 
find the Catholic Church an enemy, 


a ee 


never find the Catholic Church Meee 


scones poe se 


“TP EREFORE, dear men, true | 


oh ad be 
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I would see such a magnificent dem- 
onstration in honor of the Holy 
Name Society. When I was a young 
priest, just after my ordination I was 
assigned to St. Gabriel’s Church, and 
the late Cardinal Farley, who was 
then the pastor of St. Gabriel’s as- 
signed me as Director, Local Direc- 
tor of the Holy Name Society. For 
eight years I worked zealously for 
the good of that society. What an 
affection I still have for the Holy 
Name Society because I regard it as 
cne of the most efficient agencies we 
have in the Church to hold our men. 


*“WHEN I was a young priest, men 

were shy of manifesting their 
faith in a public fashion—shy of it. 
But now, oh what a manifestation on 
the part of our men in this city, and 
I am sure it is the same throughout 
the land. 


** A convention of this kind allows 

our members to stand up so they 
may be counted for Christ under the 
banner of His sacred Name. I know 
you delegates here today, and those 
you represent, are going to be loyal 
to Christ and loyal to your country. 


**] am saying a prayer today that 

the convention may be an act of 
solemn reverence to the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost through Christ our 
Lord, against the atheism of the 
world, and the sacrilege of it, and 
the Apostasy, too. How acceptable 
your act of reverence will be. You 
are pledging yourselves before High 
Heaven, and before the nations of 
the earth, and before the people in 
our own country, that you believe in 
the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost 
and especially the Divinity of Christ 
Our Lord. 


‘*Mfy men, God bless you. God 
bless this convention. May 
there come from it from Christ Our 
Lord, through His Holy Name, all 
manner of grace and blessing. 


‘*T shall now give you the final 
_ benediction.” 


Hs Eminence, after blessing the 
congregation, returned to the 


= 


throne for the reading of the Last 
Gospel. After the Mass, there was 
the recessional through the ambula- 
tery that surrounds the high altar. 


SESSION 

(PHE first session of the Convention 

convened in the Grand Ballroom 
of the hotel Waldorf-Astoria and 
was called to order by the National 
Director, the Very Reverend Thomas 
F. Conlon, O.P. The invocation was 
given by the Most Rev. John T. Mc- 
Nicholas, O.P., S.T.M., Archbishop 
of Cincinnati, who used the prayer 
of St. Thomas Aquinas. The meet- 
ing was then turned over to the Very 
Rev. Monsignor John F. Brady, 
D.D., Spiritual Director of the New 
York Archdiocesan Union. Papers 
were read and spirited discussions 
followed the reading of each of the 
papers. The Reverend E. A. Bros- 


“nan, the Diocesan Holy Name Spir- 


itual Director of Richmond, spoke 
of the Holy Name Society—lIts Real 
Objective. The Rev. E. A. Stauder 
of the Diocese of Rochester spoke of 
the Holy Name Society—Its Monthly 
Meetings. The Rev. Joseph E. Ma- 
guire of Buffalo, the Diocesan Holy 
Name Spiritual Director who has 
been recently appointed to the place 
left vacant by the death of , Mon- 
signor Baker, read a paper entitled 
“Holy Name Society—Communion 
4reakfasts.” - The Rev. H. J. Wat- 
terson of Newark discussed Annual 
Holy Name Diocesan Rallies. The 
Rev. James M. Delaney, of the Dio- 
cese of Pittsburgh, aroused great in- 


terest when he discussed the Holy 


Name Society and Laymen’s Re- 
treats. The Executive Secretary of 
the Legion of Decency, the Rev. Jo- 
seph A. Daly read a paper the “Holy 
Name Society—the Legion of De- 
cency.” The Very Rev. Michael J. 
Ready, Assistant General Secretary 
of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference read his paper “The 
Holy Name Society — Radio Pro- 
grams.” The Rev. George M. Dowd 
of Brookline Massachusetts read the 
paper entitled “The Emblem of the 
Holy Name Society” which was pre- 
pared by the Right Rev. Monsignor 
M. J. Splaine, D.D., of the Arch- 
diocese of Boston. 


NI 


FRIDAY 
SEPTEMBER 18 

[ue second day of the Convention 

opened with a Solemn Pontifical 
High Mass for all the deceased mem- 
bers of the Holy Name Society. The 
Mass -was celebrated by the Most 
Reverend John F. Noll, D.D., Bishop 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana, the Assist- 
ant Priest was the Very Rev. John 
L. O’Regan, C.M., Spiritual Director 
New Orleans Archdiocesan Holy 
Name Union. The Deacon was the 
Very Reverend Michael O’Gorman, 
Spiritual Director Los Angeles and 
Diego Diocesan Holy Name 
Union and the Subdeacon was the 
Very Rev. Monsignor John J. Clark, 
Spiritual Director Milwaukee Arch- 
diocesan Holy Name Union. The 
Most Reverend John Bernard Ke- 
venhoerster, O.S.B., D.D., was pres- 
ent in the sanctuary. The sermon 
was preached by the Most Rev. Peter 
L. Ireton, D.D., Coadjutor Bishop 
of Richmond, Virginia. He said in 
part 


San 


‘‘Puey whom we commemorate, 

learned to know God through 
Christ, ‘Who is the Image of the in- 
visible God, the first born of every 
creature: for in Him were all things 
created in heaven and on earth, visi- 
ble and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominations or principalities or 
powers; all things were created by 
Him and in Him. And He is the 
ve of the ee oe the church, pri 


imen of this creation are simply stum- 
bling along, groping for an impos- 
sible answer: to the problem of ex- 
for them there could be no 
definite notion that men are but 
creatures of time and circumstance, 
atoms in a mechanical existence; for 
them there could be no denial of 
God, no infidelity, no passivity in the 
presence of the Creator. St. Peter’s 
profession has been theirs, as it is 
ours, ‘Thou art the Christ the Son 
of the Living God.’ ” 


istence ; 


** As a compulsory implication of 
that confession, men are not and 
cannot be creatures of their own will, 
epportunists, agressors, survivors of 
the fittest. In the reading of that 
code, we are and must be patriot, not 
nationalist, Catholic and not interna- 
tionalist, our eyes on Eternity, yet 
mindful of the claims of time.” 


SESSION 
AAFTER the Mass the delegates gath- 

ered once again in the Grand Ball- 
room of the Waldorf-Astoria hotel. 
The meeting was called to order by 
the Very Reverend Thomas F. Con- 
lon, O.P., National Director who 
gave place to the Chairman of the 
day, the Rt. Rev. Monsignor John J. 


‘Murphy, Spiritual Director of the 


Holy Name Union in Newark. The 
meeting was aroused by the paper 


that the Very Reverend Monsignor 


Michael O’Gorman of Los Angeles 
read on the Holy Name Society—A 


ular Ss Communism. 


Aces: a recess the reading of the 
‘papers was resumed. The Very 

Reverend an isaa dae J. - Clark: 

‘Milwaukee Archdiocesan Spirit 


’ Catholic Men, 
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fully urged a National Program for 
the Holy Name Society. Mr. Ed- 
ward J. Heffron, Executive Secre- 
of the National Council of 
discussed the Holy 
Name Society and Societies for Men. 
The Reverend Thomas Wright, C. 
SS.R., presented a splendid exposi- 
tion of the Prefect System within the 
Holy Name Society. Mr. Vincent 
Fitzpatrick, President of the Catholic 
Press Association read a paper en- 
titled “The Holy Name Society and 
the Catholic Press” and the long en- 
thusiastic meeting was adjourned 
shortly before 6 o’clock. 


tary 


THE HOLY HOUR 


AN out-door Holy Hour had been 

planned for the night but a hur- 
ricane and torrential rain swept up 
tlie Atlantic seaboard in one of the 
worst storms of several vears. It 
was not until late in the afternoon 
that the Holy Hour was transferred 
to St. Patrick’s Cathedral. A large 
number of men braved the fierce 
storm to be present at this solemn 
function over which Cardinal Hayes 
presided. The meditations were given 
by the Most Reverend John T. Mc- 
Nicholas, O.P., S.T.M., Archbishop 
ef Cincinnati. After the Blessed 
Sacrament had been exposed and the 


“© Salutaris” sung by the choir and _ 


congregation, the area gave 
the first meditation : ar 


**(@ Blessed Lord in the Sacrament 
of the Altar, the Holy Name 


men of America gathered together in | : 
New York tae this he ee are 


iol es i. ae 
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honor of Thy Name and to abide 
forever in Thy love. 


**Pratsep be the hidden Divinity 

of Christ; praised also be His 
concealed Humanity; praised be the 
unseen Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity in Whom both divinity and 
humanity are united under the ap- 
pearance of bread on the triumphal 
throne of this altar. 


**F’arTH was necessary when the 
Saviour of the World promised 
the Sacrament of the Altar—the Liv- 
ing Bread come down from heaven. 
He was challenged on that occasion. 
He was even rejected by some of 
His followers and disciples. Faith in 
the Sacramental Christ was neces- 
sary in the Church of the Catacombs, 
when the Breaking of Bread, when 
the eating of the Flesh of the Son of 
Man and the drinking of His Blood, 
under the appearances of bread and 
wine, were misrepresented. But the 
Apostolic Church and the Infant 
Church of the first three centuries 
believed the very things that Christ 
commanded them to believe regard- 
ing His Real Presence in the Sac- 
rament of His love. Faith in the 
Sacramental Christ continued among 
ali who accepted the Saviour of the 
world, regardless of language, race 
or clime, for fifteen hundred years. 


**'P ie Catholic Church has never 

doubted or denied the actual 
Sacramental Presence of Christ dur- 
ing the nineteen hundred years of 
her life. Individuals and groups 
have, and by their ways, their very 
acts of denial have cut themselves off 
from the Church. 


**C) Eucharistic Christ, the Holy 

Name men of America thank 
God for the supreme gift of the 
Plessed Sacrament and for the gift 
of faith in Thy Sacramental pres- 
ence. They ask that all who do not 
believe in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
may be freed from prejudice in order 
that nothing may stand in the way of 
their believing as the Apostolic and 
Infant Church believed, as Christians 
in unbroken succession during nine- 
teen hundred years have believed— 


that the Lord Christ is contained, is 
offered and is consumed in the Holy 
Eucharist,” 


At the close of the first meditation 

the Very Reverend Thomas F. 
Conlon, O.P., National Director led 
tle congregation in the recitation of 
the Apostles Creed. After a brief 
silence Archbishop McNicholas gave 
the second meditation: 


**( Jesus, dwelling on the Altar of 

the New Dispensation, Thy 
Holy Name men of America rejoice 
in every title that proclaims Thy 
glory and extends Thy Kingdom on 
earth. When the Holy Name So- 
ciety was first formed in Portugal 
and in Spain —which is now being 
ravaged by a fratricidal carnage the 
horrors of which have never been 
equalled in»: Christian times—the 
Feast of the Circumcision was 
chosen as the principal feast-day of 
the Society. It was fittingly selected, 
because on that day Thy Sacred 
Name was given Thee.  Subse- 
quently, the love of the members of 
the Holy Name Society prompted 
them to ask the Church to institute a 
special feast in honor of Thy Holy 
Name. The liturgy of the Church 
has sought many and varied titles un- 
der which to honor Thy adorable Di- 
vinity and Humanity. The Ascen- 
sion; the Sacred Heart; the Body 
of Christ; the Epiphany; the Exal- 
tation of the Cross; the place of 
Christ in the Holy Family; the Find- 
ing of the Cross; the Birthday of 
Christ; the Resurrection; the Pre- 
cious Blood of Christ; the Trans- 
figuration; the Blessed Trinity of 
which Christ is the Second Person; 
the Sacred Passion; the Eucharistic 


Heart; the Flight of Christ with © 
Mary and Joseph into Egypt; the 


lance and nails that pierced the Body 
of Christ; the Prayer in the Garden; 
the Five Wounds; Christ’s redemp- 
tion of the human race; the Shroud 
of Christ; the Crown of Thorns that 
pierced the sacred head of Christ— 
all these find place in the sacred lit- 
urgy either of the Universal Church 
or of particular places of the Chris- 
tian world. 
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**Tx our own time the Vicar of 

Christ on earth, Pope Pius XI, has 
instituted a new feast, that of Our 
Lord, Christ the King, in order that 
the Liturgy should teach His King- 
ship. O Divine Jesus, Thy Holy Name 
men acknowledge Thee as King of 
heaven and earth; they proclaim 
Thy Kingship in our own beloved 
‘America. They realize that ac- 


knowledgment of Thy kingship can . 


only strengthen our country. Christ 
cannot come into the life of the indi- 
vidual without transforming it nor 
can Christ come into the life of a 
nation without transforming it. Thy 
Holy Name men speak of Thy king- 
dom in the very words which Thou 
addressed to Pilate: “My Kingdom 
is not of this world. If my kingdom 
were of this world, my _ servants 
would certainly strive that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews. But 
now my kingdom is not from hence.” 
They use again Thy very words to 
Pilate when he asked Thee: “Art 
Thou a king, then?” Thy gentle but 
strong reply was: “Thou sayest that 
I am a king. For-this was I born, 


and for this came I into the world. 


Everyone that is of the truth heareth 
my voice.” (John xviii, 36-37) 


‘*() Divine Jesus in the Eucharist, 
_ Thy Holy Name men to-night 
recognize Thy kingdom as “the king- 
dom of truth and life, the kingdom 
cf justice, of love and of peace.” O 
Sacramental Jesus, may the accept- 
ance of Thy Kingdom be acknowl- 
edged more and more among all the 


is as eee Se) of the 
x 3 - for the betterment of the world and 


‘*() Blessed Jesus, Thy Holy Name 

men wish to be part of a world 
movement within the Church that 
seeks to acknowledge Thee as the 
“Man of Labor.” They proclaim 
that labor takes ona dignity from hu- 
man nature itself! They insist on 
the right of man to labor and to earn 
his bread by the sweat of his brow. 
They ask Thee, O Divine Jesus, to 
forgive all who are unjust to the la- 
boring man, and to give them the 
light and the grace to accept the prin- 
ciples of Christian social justice, 
those principles in which the rights 
or every man and of every family 
are defined and set forth, rights sanc- 
tified by Thee, Christ, Our Lord! 
In these times, when mens’ minds are 
confused and abuses are general, Thy 
Holy Name men ask that the false 
position of Anarchists, of Commun- 
ists, of Socialists and of all danger- 
ous Radicals propagating error and 
wrong morality be seen by human 
reason at its best, illumined by the 
light of God. They ask that the 
press, the ephemeral literature, the 
universities, colleges, schools of 
thought and all liberal agencies now 
encouraging communistic or danger- 
ous radical tendencies may pause to 
consider and to understand fully all 
the implications of their words and 
actions. 


**'T'uy Holy Name men realize that 

they are living in times when 
powerful destructive forces are at 
work. They implore Thee, O Sac- 


ramental Christ, that there may be~ 


some union. of all constructive forces 


for the extension-of as ee ee on 


ue earth.” 


ee 
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know from the letter read yesterday. 
With special predilection does Our 
Holy Father look upon the Holy 
Name men of the United States, be- 
cause he knows them to be thor- 
oughly practical Catholics, instructed 
in the fundamental truths of their 
religion, ready in word and act to fol- 
low their spiritual leaders, anxious 
to render to God the things that are 
God’s and to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s. O Sacramental Jesus, 
Thy Vicar on earth and the Bishops 
and priests-of the United States ap- 
preciate the strength that comes to 
the Church and to the nation from 
the two and a half million men en- 
rolled under the standard of Thy 
Holy Name. They are certain that 
the Holy Name men constitute a 
great bulwark for the preservation 
ef civil and religious society. They 


‘recognize them as a_ tremendous 


force for order, as champions of lib- 
erty and as the assurance of millions 
cf truly Christian homes in our land. 
Their thoughts naturally turn to Cru- 
cified Spain where the Holy Name 
Society was propagated by the en- 
couragement of the civil authorities 
centuries ago. They feel that if the 
men of Spain were instructed as our 


Holy Name men are instructed, if — 
they practiced their religion as our > 


Holy Name men practice it, if they 
were militant Catholics as our Holy 


Po te 


Name men are, the horrors of civil 


strife would not now be shocking, 
the civilized world, and the most de- 


grading passions of men would not _ 


be destroying what is best and no- 
blest in Spain. 
sus, Thy Holy Name men to-night 


ery out to Thee: “Saviour of. the 


World, save Spain!” 


~O Sacramental Je- — 
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seriously weaken, or even destroy, 
the Holy Name Society to change its 
clearly religious character or to take 
on new objectives which must neces- 
sarily change its very nature and con- 
stitution. But the personal sanctifi- 
cation of its members in a corporate 
way, through the union of minds and 
hearts, through good example, 
through receiving the Sacraments in 
a body, through frequent religious 
instructions, cannot fail to equip 
Holy Name men to take up any work 
et Catholic Action that a Bishop may 
direct. This means that the Holy 
Name Society in a corporate way, 
like the retreat movement, takes on no 
added work, but carefully and surely 
prepares men for every Catholic ac- 
tivity and for whatever works Cath- 
olic Action may assign in their re- 
spective dioceses. 


**Q Sacramental Jesus, may I, speak- 

ing for the Holy Name men here 
assembled, and through them, for all 
Holy Name men of our country, 
promise allegiance to the Vicar of 
Christ, to their respective Bishops 
aud to their parish priests. May I 
say for them that they are ready at 
the command of their spiritual lead- 
ers to let down the nets, and to do 
whatever will make the men of 
America more faithful in the per- 
formance of their Christian duties. 


‘‘"T\HE representatives of the Holy 

Name Society have gathered to pray 
to-night for the gentle and zealous 
Prince of the Church, the Supreme 
Shepherd of souls in this diocese, 
who rules in justice, in peace and in 
love. They are grateful for the op- 
portunity to assemble in New York 
City, which has truly exercised the 
fostering care of a mother in propa- 
gating the Holy Name Society 
throughout the United States. While 
the Archdiocese of New York has not 
the oldest Holy Name Society, it can 
literally be said that, through it, the 
Holy Name Society has been set up 
in every diocese in the country and 
in most of the parishes of the nation. 


‘‘Tw Tuy presence, O gentle and 
Sacramental Jesus, Thy Holy 
Name men here present protest to 


the world tonight against blas- 
phemy, profanity and obscene lan- 
guage. They call attention to the 
sacredness of the oath adminis- 
tered on so many occasions in our 
country, which calls upon God to 
be a witness of the truth spoken. 
They condemn perjury in our 
courts and all violations of oaths. 


**©C Sacramental Jesus, Thy Holy 

Name men of America assem- 
bled in New York tonight ask 
Thy blessing as apostles of clean 
speech, as citizens who will never 
give the civil authorities of our 
country a moment’s anxiety and 
whose example will always be an 
inspiration, as the heads of model 
Christian homes, as Catholics fear- 
lessly professing their belief in the 
divinity of the Lord and Saviour 
of the world, Jesus Christ.” 


AFTER the meditations Father 

Conlon led the congregation in 
the recital of the Holy Name 
Pledge. 


[ue Holy Hour closed with Sol- 

emn Pontifical Benediction at 
which Archbishop McNicholas was 
the celebrant, the Reverend Harold 
J. Markey, Spiritual Director of 
the Detroit Diocesan Holy Name 
Union, Deacon, and the Reverend 
F. J. Timoney, Spiritual Director 
of the Louisville Diocesan Holy 
Name Union, Subdeacon. 


SATURDAY 
SEPTEMBER 19 

[urs day was dedicated to Cath- 

olic Youth and opened with a 
Solemn Pontifical Mass which was 
celebrated: by the Most Reverend 
Bernard J. Sheil, D.D., Auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago, who has long 
been a Holy Name leader and a 
dominant figures in the . Catholic 
Youth Movement. 


[HE ministers of the Mass were, 

the Very Reverend Monsignor 
Harry A. Quinn, Spiritual Director 
of the Baltimore Archdiocesan 
Holy Name Union, Assistant 
Priest; the Very Reverend Mon- 
signor Denis J. Kane, Spiritual Di- 
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rector of the Scranton Holy Name 
Diocesan Union, Deacon; the Rev- 
erend John Dunphy, Spiritual Di- 
rector of the St. Paul Archdioc- 
esan Union, Subdeacon. 


[HE sermon was preached by 

Most Reverend John A. Duffy, 
D.D., Bishop of Syracuse, who said 
in part: 


‘*WE HAVE lived to witness a ris- 

ing generation conceived in 
irreligion and dedicated to revolt. 
The revolutionist and the young 
man is the most serious problem 
that civilized governments of 
Christian spirit are facing today. 
It is impossible, my brother mem- 
bers of the Holy Name Society, to 
think for a single moment that the 
Catholic youth of America will 
pass unscathed through the temp- 
tations of these days. Our young, 
too, live and move and have their 
being in an atmosphere of revolt. 
It is necessary that the Church 
once more gird itself to meet the 
questioning attitude of the young 
with a story of present life and 
future salvation, never old, never 
new, and still the same. 


**T70sE who have risen in a spirit 

of religious and moral training 
to set themselves with all the en- 
ergy in their power, to shape and 
form the rising Catholic youth of 
ee 


Iti is pone of ened ae 


mortal souls committed to our 
care, be removed now and _for- 
ever. 


‘rue most powerful agency in 

strenghtening Catholic youth 
is the Eucharistic life of fathers 
and mothers. The youth of Amer- 
ica, like the youth of any section 
of the world, are enthusiasts, en- 
thusiasts for the good, if the good 
is presented to them; enthusiasts 
for the worst if the worst is pre- 
sented in a plausible and an attrac- 
tive form. 


**Granp fast in the faith and ac- 

quit yourselves like men. The 
road to the Kingdom of Christ 
here or hereafter is hard and steep 
and narrow. Extend to the Cath- 
olic youth of America the helping 
hand of your encouragement and 
example. Lay hold on your faith 
and courage, and in the name of 
Christ press forward.” 


SESSION 

[HE business sessions of the day 

were opened by the Very Rev- 
erend Thomas F. Conlon, O.P., Na- 
tional Director, who introduced the 
first speaker, The Honorable J. 
Edgar Hoover, Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. Mr. Hoover 
read a vigorous Paper on “The 
Costs of Crime” in which he urged 
the members of the Holy Name 
Society to remember the future of 


the criminal must be weighed | 


against the welfare of the Com- 
munity and the needs of Society 


a considered before the personal 


. of the soci ei ; 
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Wayne, read a Paper on “The 
Junior Holy Name Society and 
Youth Development”; the Rev- 
erend Thomas McMahon of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago discussed 
“The Junior Holy Name Society 
and Athletic Programs”; the Rev- 
erend Terence A. Brady of the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia spoke 
on “The Junior Holy Name Soci- 
ety and the Boy Scouts”; and the 
Reverend John J. Curry, Modera- 
tor of the Catholic Youth Associa- 
tion of the Archdiocese of New 
York, discussed “The Holy Name 
Society and Juvenile Delinquency.” 


AFTER the discussion had closed 

The Resolutions Committee 
through its Chairman, the Very 
Reverend Monsignor J. Francis 
McIntyre, Chancellor of the Arch- 
diocese of New York, submitted 
the Resolutions. The Resolution 
which attracted the most attention 
was the one which condemned 
Communism :— 


WHEREAS, the dignity of man 
as a human person is established 
by the spiritual element of his na- 
ture, that is, by his intellect and 
his will, the faculties that consti- 


tute the specific differential be-— 


tween man and all other beings in 
the created order, and which set 
him apart from and above all other 
creatures, and, | 


WHEREAS ithese dacuitiaerare: 


indispensable necessary  partici- 


pants in all the true and charac- — 
teristic acts of his 1 Seager > man, | 


— a 


——= ——- 
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Author, and setting up arbitrarily 
an end for man which is gratui- 
tously constructed by the mind of 
man which diverts man from his 
true destiny which is set for him 
by his Creator, and, 


WHEREAS, Communism erects 
aS a necessary means to the at- 
tainment of its own end a peda- 
gogical technique ordained to se- 
cure and to diffuse its philosophy 
where it may, and, 


WHEREAS, the members of the 
Holy Name Society, as true and 
loyal American citizens, recognize 
that these stated policies contitute 
a perversion of the true order that 
should exist between God and man, 
and man and man, and, 


WHEREAS, the members of the 
Holy Name Society assembled in 
Solemn Convention in the City of 
New York on September 18, 1936, 
further recognize that these afore- 
mentioned pernicious tenets are 
the principles of the communistic 
philosophy and party, and that 
these communistic principles are 
being actively and _ persistently 
fostered and propagated with 
great diligence in our very midst, 


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Na- 
tional Conference of the Holy 
Name Society in Convention as- 
sembled at the Hotel Waldorf As- 
toria in New York City, that, 


FIRSTLY, Communism as a 
way of life is essentially and in- 
trinsically vicious and subversive 
of all order and entirely prejudicial 
to the good of Society as a whole 
and to the individuals that consti- 
tute Society, and that secondly, the 
pedagogical technique or educa- 
tional system that diffuses it be 
condemned as striking at the very 
roots of good order, as subversive 
of all the ends for which human 
Society or government is ordained, 
and, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that every effort be made by Holy 
Name men, individually and collec- 
tively, to acquaint all officials upon 
whom rests directly or indirectly 
the responsibility for education of 
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youth of this terrible menace to 
the individual and to the sacred in- 
stitutions which we hold dear and 
that they be urged to use every ef- 
fective means to expurgate from 
institutions of education the teach- 
ing of any form of Communism 
and that effective measures be 
taken to remove from the faculty 
of any such institution any teacher 
or instructor who advocates or im- 
parts directly or indirectly any 
such teaching or similar philos- 
ophy. 


Gaturpay evening a Thanksgiv- 

ing Service was held in the 
Church of St. Vincent Ferrer, the 
parish in which the first canonical 
branch was established sixty-five 
years ago. The Celebrant was the 
Most Reverend John Bernard 
Keventoerster, O.5:6., ODE iere- 
fect-Apostolic of the Bahamas; 
Deacon, Reverend Robert I. Gan- 
non, S.J., President of Fordham 
University; Subdeacon, Reverend 
Feter Duitee, OlF Ma Chaplains, 
Deacons of Honor, Reverend Cyril 
F. Meyer, C.M., and Reverend 
John E> Burke, C.S.P.; Master. of 
Ceremonies, Reverend William A. 
Laverdiere, S.S.S. 


[HE sermon was preached by the 

Right Reverend Monsignor 
Bernard A. McKenna of the Arch- 
diocese of Philadelphia, a nephew 
of the late Very Reverend Charles 
H. McKenna, O.P., who was 
known in America as “The Apostle 
of the Holy Name.” Monsignor 
McKenna recounted the life of 
the great missionary, Father Mc- 
Kenna, and told of many incidents 
which showed his great zeal for 
the Holy Name Movement. 


[ue Very Reverend Blasius 
Zeiser, O.S.A., led the recital of 
the Holy Name Pledge. 


THE service closed with Solemn 
Pontifical Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. 


SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 20 
Qn tus day, the 662nd anniver- 
sary of the founding of the 
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Holy Name Movement, a great 
army of men from all parts of the 
country gathered in the Stadium 
at Randall’s Island for the Grand 
Rally which closed the Convention. 
The day was clear. A huge plat- 
form had been erected in the cen- 
ter of the Stadium and the altar 
was set in the center. Over the 
altar there was a great canopy in 
which were hidden powerful loud 
speakers. Suspended between the 
canopy and the altar there was a 
crucifix bearing a life size figure 
of the crucified Christ. 


Tue Police department of the city 

of New York had assigned 
seven hundred men to keep order 
on the field, in the Stadium, and 
on the streets which led to the Tri- 
borough Bridge over -which the 
Stadium was reached. In the late 
hours of the morning a few made 
their way to the Stadium to have 
seats and for that privilege were 
ready to wait three or four hours. 
Shortly after noon the great 
stream of men started to move 
over the three branches of the 
bridge. By 2 o’clock seats in the 
Stadium were filled but still there 
seemed no end to the procession 
of those who were on their way to 
the exercises. 


‘THERE was a festive note when 
delegates from Providence, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Bos- 
ton headed by cadet bands paraded 
around the cinder track while 
those in the stands cheered. At 
2:20 the procession of clergy and 
dignitaries moved. from the east 
side of the Stadium down along 
the field across to the center and 
up the wide aisle to the altar. First 
came the crucifer and acolytes fol- 
lowed by Dominican Fathers who 
led a large number of priests and 
religious to the platform. 


AFTER the priests, many Mon- 

signori were followed by, the 
Most Reverend Bernard Keven- 
hoerster, O.S.B., Bishop of the Ba- 
hamas; then Most Reverend John 
F, Noll, Bishop of Fort Wayne, In- 
diana; Most Reverend Peter I. 


ma 


‘man of the New York Archdioc- 
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Ireton, Bishop of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia; the Most Reverend John A. 
Duffy, Bishop of Syracuse; and 
the Most Reverend John T. Mc- 
Nicholas, O.P., S.T.M., Archbishop 
of Cincinnati. Then followed the 
Apostolic Delegate to the United 
States, the Most Reverend Amleto 
Giovanni Cicognani, attended by 
the Very Reverend John F. Brady, 
Supreme Spiritual Director of the 
New York Archdiocesan Union, as 
Aassistant Priest and Deacons of 
Honor Very Reverend Monsignor 
J. Francis A. McIntyre, Chancellor 
of the Archdiocese of New York, 
and the Very Reverend Monsignor 
Leo W. Binz of Belvedere, Illinois. 


AT some distance followed his 

Eminence Emmanuel Gonzales 
Cardinal Cerejeria, Patriarch of , 
Lisbon, Portugal, in whose See the 
first great Holy Name procession 
had been held more than five hun- 
dred years ago in 1433. Cardinal 
Cerejeria was attended by the 
Very Reverend Monsignor John F. 
Hickey, assistant priest and the 
Very Reverend Monsignor Francis 
P. Connelly of Brooklyn and the 
Very Reverend Monsignor Mi- 
chael O'Gorman of Los Angeles, 
California, as deacons. Then came 
an acolyte carrying the archiepis- 
copal cross before his Eminence 
Patrick Cardinal Hayes, Arch- 
bishop of New York. Cardinal 
Hayes was attended by the Right 
Reverend Monsignor Michael J. 
Lavelle, P.A., Vicar-General of the 
Archdiocese of New York as As- 
sistant priest and the Right Rev- 
erend Monsignor Edmund J. Britt, 
Chancellor of Buffalo and Right 
Reverend Monsignor Bernard A. 
McKenna of Philadelphia as dea- 
cons. ~ 


JXVEN after the colorful procession 


~~ had taken places on the plat- 


form thousands of people formed a 
line from the edge of the Stadium 
back over the branches of the 
bridge. 


[Tse Honorable Francis X. Steph- 
ens, Jr., the Executive Chair- 


OCTOBERS 1936 


esan Holy Name Union, welcomed 
Holy Name men to the rally and 
introduced former Governor AI- 
fred E. Smith who spoke briefly 
saying that the demonstration was 
“a challenge to the theory that it 
makes no difference what you are 
if you keep it to yourself. Now, 
unless we challenge these theories, 
the entire social fabric will be di- 
vorced from all moral and ethical 
relations and its guiding principle 
will be one of expediency.” 


[HE Very Reverend T. S. McDer- 

mott, “O.P. $.T.Lr., Provincial 
of the Order of Preachers was the 
next speaker. “There is only one 
remedy,” he said, “for existing 
world evils, and that is the religion 
that Christ established. Without 
it hope for a happy solution of the 
troubles that are afflicting man- 
kind fades. Countries in their in- 
ternational relations must have 
the principles of Christianity to 
guide them. Citizens in their re- 
spective countries must see to it 
that no government usurps power 
that belongs to God alone. Chris- 
tianity must enter the daily lives 
of men to make them contented 
citizens. The Holy Name Society 
that served a vital need in the thir- 
teenth and succeeding centuries 
still influences a Catholic man to 
make him a better follower of 
Christ and a more desirable mem- 
ber of his community.” 


ARcuBisHop CrcoGNani spoke on 

The Holy Name Society and 
Catholic Action. “The name of 
Jesus,” he said, “is the source of 
this Catholic Action and remains 
ever the fountain-head of Catholic 
inspiration. The circumstances, 
too, in which it was conferred 
upon the Son of God are worthy 
of our attention. He received it 
with the first shedding of His Pre- 
cious Blood in the rite of circum- 
cision. Jesus wished to manifest 
Himself at once as our Saviour. 
At the same time He makes us un- 
derstand that a noble name is not 
acquired nor can it be worthily 
borne without sacrifice. Whoso- 
ever wishes to be worthy of His 


name must deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow Him, whether 
in time of peace or in the hour of 
struggle, even if need be in the 
heroism of martyrdom.” 


‘THe last speaker of the day was 

his Eminence Cardinal Hayes 
who spoke in terms of highest 
praise of the great Rally. “The 
social contribution,” he said, “to 
stability of government, the rev- 
erence for authority, ecclesiastical 
and civil, to the sanctity of family 
life, through the Society of the 
Holy Name cannot be over-esti- 
mated. Rich and poor, learned and 
otherwise, capitalist and laborer, 
men of high station and those who 
walk in more humble ways, are 
brought together at the altar once 
a month in a unity and solidarity 
all the world cannot give. It can 
only be found and created in the 
spirit. Nothing impresses me more, 
in this my own Diocese, each 
Spring, around Easter time, than 
the corporate Communion of thou- 
sands of men, mostly employees of 
the nation and the city; stirring 
demonstrations of faith are made 
by members of the Holy Name So- 
cieties of the Department of Po- 
lice, the Fire Department, the 
Postal Service, the Sanitation De- 
partment, the Customs Service, 
and many others; while on New 
Year’s Day, we see at the Cathe- 
dral another noble manifestation 
of religious devotion on the part 
of the general body.” 


(arpinaL Hayes closed his ad- 

dress by reading the cable mes- 
sage which he sent to the Holy 
Father through Cardinal Pacelli :— 


“Tue Cardinal Archbishop of 
New York; the Cardinal Pa- 
triarch of Lisbon; His Excellency, 
The Apostolic Delegate; the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops; the clergy 
and faithful gathered here in large 
numbers in the National Conven- 
tion of the Holy Name Society, 
manifesting an enthusiastic spirit 
of faith in Christ and loyalty of 
His Vicar, desire to thank His 
( Continued on page 29.) 
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SAINT AUGUSTINE 
and The Problem of Human Life 


BY HYACINTH ROTH 


plies us, more than the life 

of any other Doctor, with 
an adequate portrayal of the un- 
ruly nature of man in his constant 
search for his purpose upon earth. 
His was a life that, after having 
experienced the fatalism of a sen- 
sual explanation of life, came back 
to the faith of his-mother and then, 
by word and deed, instilled into 
the world the real value and sub- 
limity of man. 


Ss" AUGUSTINE'S life sup- 


[ue son of a pagan father, Pa- 

tricius, and of a Christian 
mother, St. Monica, Augustine in- 
herited, to a certain degree, the 
unrestrained materialistic. ambi- 
tion of pagan life injected here and 
there with the solace of, or at least 
with the veneration for, the re- 
ligion of Christ. If he was not 
baptized in his early years, his 
mother followed, as so many 
mothers did, the widespread cus- 
tom at that time of deferring bap- 
tism in order to have that sacra- 
ment as an absolute security of 
salvation at the moment of dire 
need. As a catechumen, Augustine 
began his elementary studies at 
his home town Tagaste, then stu- 
died at Madaura and Carthage, and 
later lived as teacher of grammar 
at Carthage, as professor of rhe- 
toric in Rome, and as professor of 
oratory in the public schools at 
Milan. | 


For thirty-three years Augustine 
tasted and lived the various 
teachings that promised solution 
of the problem of human life. 
First there was the naturalism of 
paganism with the State as su- 
preme authority and with the visi- 
ble and temporal realities as the 
sole end of all human aspirations 
and efforts. “I willingly learnt 
these things,” he said, “and, wretch 
that I was, I took pleasure in them, 
and on this account they called me 
a youth of great promise 
I was pleasing to myself, and I 
was desirous to be pleasing in the 
eyes of men My father 
was unconcerned about what I 
might be to Thee, O God, or 
whether I was chaste, provided I 
was eloquent My unruly 


will became a passion: by giving 


myself over to passion, it was 
changed into a habit, and the 
habit which I did not resist was 
turned into necessity.” 


AttHoucH his senses banqueted 

on pleasure and vice, his mind 
kept on rambling, subconsciously 
still unsatisfied with the joy at 
hand. He still understood that 
-modes of life which abjure religion 
and the admonition of reason and 
which place the rule of truth in 
the senses can by no means serve 
as guidance for men. Now he 
tried the doctrine of the Mani- 
chaeans, who did away with the 


notion of sin as being a misuse of 
the human will. For nine years, 
Augustine seemed to be satisfied, 
holding, as this heresy did, that all 
moral transgressions of man were 
actions of no personal blame. But 
his sincere love for truth kept him 
in the search for it. He realized 
that the conception of a twofold 
author of good and evil could 
never square with his notion of 
truth. In latter years Augustine, 
reflecting upon this heresy, re- 
marked: “Truth was not amongst 
them. I was seeking Thee 
by the sense of the flesh; but Thou 
wast more profound than all that 
is most intimate in me and supe- 
rior to all that is most elevated in 
me. They say many things 
concerning the creature, but they 
do not seek with piety the truth 
that is the author of the creature; 
for this reason they do not find it; 
or if they discover God by the un- 
derstanding, they do not honor 
Him as God.” 


[Tue closest approach, and what 

proved to be one of the causes 
that contributed to his conversion, 
was the philosophy of Plato. With 
its study Augustine changed from 
the baseness of materialistic think- 
ing to the loftiness of speculation. 
From Plato he learned that “the 
aim of all philosophy is to know, 
to copy, and lovingly to exult in 
God; that God is a spiritual Being; 
that we are consequently bound 
to check our imagination and to 

(Continued on page 27.) 
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MY BELIEFS AND CONDUCT? 


BY ANSELM M. TOWNSEND, O.P. 


ITH this article we bring 

WV to a close our study of the 
problem of Faith. It has 

been my endeavor to provide you 
with matter for thought. I have not 
tried to do your thinking for you but 
simply to provide you with that upon 
which you might meditate. If I have 

_ been, to a great degree, coldly logi- 
cal, it is because the Catholic Faith is 

a reasonable one. There is too much 
of sentimentality in the preaching of 

_ miany ministers of non-Catholic sects 
and too little of that clear thought 
which should be found in a religion 
claiming as its author the Eternal 
Wisdom Himself. But, given a sound 
_ knowledge of the Faith, there is not 
the slightest reason why one should 
not proceed to a more devotional, 
even a more emotional consideration 
of the truths of our Holy Religion. 
lis, however, we leave to you, 
_ warning you only that piety must be 
ected and tempered with solid 


—S Qe ees 


son and His mission. The man, then, 
who says, as do so many nowadays, 
that it is a waste of time to speculate 
upon the person of Christ and that 
we should be content with carefully 
adopting and practising His ethical 
ccde but adds one more proof of the 
intellectual slipshodness of this so- 
called “era of enlightenment.” It is 
precisely as if we were asked to ac- 
cept a check upon an unknown bank 
by an unknown man. The wise man 
would, at least, hesitate. So does the 
wise man’ concerning Christian 
ethics. Before he can honestly 
accept those ethics as binding him 
le must first be able to give his as- 
sent to the claims and authority of 
their author. Otherwise he simply 
accepts the Christian ethics because 
he regards them as his own, only 
formulated better than he could ex- 
press them himself. In other words, 
he is a Christian because he approves 
of Christ, not because he accepts the 
zuthority of Christ. He is an as- 
sociate not a disciple. But we call 
Christ Master. . 


what they knew concerning a certain 
religious leader called Jesus of Naz- 
areth. Two of these had been among 
His personal friends and co-workers, 
one of them so intimately that, at 
the hour of His death, Jesus placed 
his Mother in his care. The other 
two, though not of the intimate cir- 
cle of Christ, were still very closely 
bound to Him. One, Mark, as a 
young man had known Christ and, 
for years, was the intimate disciple 
and companion of Peter, the leader 
of the Friends of Christ, while Luke 
was the intimate of Paul. These four 
inen, Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, each wrote an outline of the 
Life and Works of Jesus of Naz- 
areth. These, together with a few 
passing allusions in the letters of 


Paul, are the sole written documents — 


worthy of our consideration in en- 


deayoring to analyse the work and 


Person of the Christ and from them 
alone can we form a definitive judg- — 
_ ment. 


What, then, is their value? — 


them, tell of a man so extrac 


dinary and so far removed from o ; 


usual ees that ee hee 


Wuo, cae is the Meer This is ae 
. notin nese uteMe acti g a 


Turse lives, or Gospels as we call 
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stantially correct. We will, there- 
fore, pass by all this interesting dis- 
cussion, and proceed to outline what 
is known concerning Jesus of Naz- 
areth, speaking first of those matters 
concerning which there is general 


agreement. 
From the Scriptures we learn that, 
somewhat more than _ nineteen 


liundred years ago, there was born 
in a stable in Bethlehem of Juda a 
child whose mother was a young 
Jewish maiden named Mary, the 
spouse of a carpenter whose name 
was Joseph. (The Scriptures clearly 
imply that Joseph was not the father 
of the Child, whose human origin is 
attributed to the direct action of God 
upon His mother.) This Child grew 
and, when He was about thirty years 
old, began a career as a prophet, 
traversing the land of Israel and 
teaching a doctrine which, if the 
Scriptures are to be believed, he con- 
firmed by many miracles, healing the 
sick, giving sight to the blind and 
raising the dead. Many of His state- 
ments were so strange as to be in- 
credible as proceeding from a mere 
iman, especially one wherein He 
claimed to be God, alleging as proof 
that, were he to be killed, he would, 
within three days, rise from the tomb. 
Further, He very clearly prophesied 
His own death and the manner of its 
execution, implying that this death 
was of a sacrificial nature, necessary 
for the eternal welfare of all man- 
kind. Finally, after having incurred 
the antipathy of the Jewish leaders, 
after two mock trials He was cruci- 


fied, died and was buried. On the 


s hid day after His death, he rose 
from the d dead and, for forty days 


ay with His disci- 


the earliest Christian records we have 
shown clearly that those closest in 
time to the era of which they speak 
so understood them. Those modern 
critics who, at a distance of more 
than eighteen hundred years claim 
for themselves a closer insight into 
the meaning of the Scriptures than 
those who were intimately connected 
with eye witnesses, can hardly be ac- 
cused of undue modesty. We do 
not think, then, that we are rash in 
treating their theories with a certain 
suspicion, especially in view of the 
fact that they are frank in confess- 
ing that they are judging the records 
in accordance with certain pre-con- 
ceived notions. They deny the Vir- 
gin Birth of Christ because, they say, 
the same thing has been claimed for 
others and in their cases it is mani- 
festly a false claim. To this we reply 
that the claim in regard to others is 
not substantiated by similar proof 
and, in the second place, it is not an 
identical claim. Further, they ho!d 
that it is impossible for any such 
thing as the Incarnation to take place, 
therefore, it did not happen. They 
remind one of the man who on a 
first visit to the Zoo first saw a 
hippopotamus and remarked “I don't 
believe it.” We simply say that the 
evidence shows that the Incarnation 
took place, therefore it is possible. 
We do not feel that we are wise 
enough to be able to set limits to the 
activities of God. 


When, therefore, the Scriptures 
tell us that Jesus Christ was born 


of a pure virgin and had no earthly. 


father we admit that we do not un- 
derstand but reverently believe. But 
the greatest difficulty is to. believe 
that Jesus Christ, son of Mary, is 
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nesses.” As the proof of His divinity 
He promised His resurrection and 
fulfilled His Promises. What further 
evidence do we need? True it is that 
we are left wondering and amazed. 
But it does not follow that we must 
understand a thing for it to be. Does 
ignorance of the nature of electricity 
remove it from our daily experience ? 


TRUE it is that there are those who 

question the Scriptural story. But 
their objections arise from their pre- 
judices. Christ cannot be God, they 
say. Therefore either the Scriptures 
are lying when they allege that Christ 
claimed to be God or He was mis- 
taken in His claims. This is a very 
simple mode of argument, but it 
proves little except the simplicity of 
its advocates. It is just a little too 
easy to say that that of which we do 
not approve simply does not exist 
and that all the evidence to the con- 
trary is worthless. It is rather simi- 
lar to the modern industrialist who, 
quite content with the present set-up 
in the business world, blandly denies 
that there are any abuses worth con- 
sidering and, faced with evidence to 
the contrary, simply denies the evi- 
dence, without alleging proof. But 
the matter here is really not as simple 
ay that. If the Scriptures are really 
trustworthy in anything, they must 
be accepted precisely in their funda- 
mental teachings. To pick and 
choose at one’s own good pleasure is 
hardly reasonable. If there is any- 
thing clear in Scripture, it is that Je- 
sus of Nazareth was not an ordinary — 
man, not even an extraordinary man — 
and ek a someone € quite dif- 


truly God He clearly cimed i He fa 
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IT HAPPENED IN RUSSIA 


BY BERNARDINE M. QUIRK 


ICHOLAS II, Emperor and 
N Autocrat of All the Russias, 
King of Poland, Grand 
Duke of Finland, Czar of Moscow, a 
virtual prisoner in a private compart- 
ment of the Imperial train, side- 
tracked at Pskov, signed with a pen- 
cil, his abdication from the throne 
which for three hundred years had 
wielded despotic power over approx- 
imately one-sixth of the world’s sur- 
face. That was the evening of March 
5, 1917. One year and four months 
later, on the evening of July 16th, 
1918, in the filth and dampness of a 
Siberian cellar, the reigning Bolshe- 
viki made certain that the Romanov 
dynasty would never again come to 
power. The royal family, father, 
mother, son, and four daughters, to- 
gether with four loyal attendants, 
were herded in the basement of an 
Ekaterinburg dwelling, where twelve 
Lettish guards emptied their revolv- 
ers into the little group. Not satis- 
fied with brutal regicide, the Red au- 
thorities conveyed the bodies of the 
victims to a mine shaft, twelve miles 
distant, and there, after applying sul- 
phuric acid and benzine to the human 
pyre, stolidly watched the mortal re- 
mains of Peter the Great’s last de- 
scendants consumed in a_ horrible 
bonfire. 


Some there are who will not accept 

as a fact this inhuman finale to the 
tragic history of the Romanovs. 
Sentiment moves some to cling to the 
belief that the “Little White Father” 
with his wife and children were 
smuggled out of Russia and that, 


scmewhere and somehow, they live 
today. But the evidence that the 
Czar and his family were summarily 
exterminated by the Reds is too 
overwhelming and too well authen- 
ticated to admit of doubt. Sad as 
this fact of the last chapter in the 
Czar’s history really is, it, merely re- 
cords the fate of one man and his 
dear ones. What is vastly more 
tragic is the story of “Holy” Rus- 
sia’s fate since the night that its mas- 
ter, with the quivering stroke of a 
cheap lead-pencil wrote, “Finis” to 
the worlds most intolerable autoc- 
racy. 


\YVuen word of the Czar’s abdica- 

tion reached the principal cities 
of Petrograd and Moscow, revolu- 
tionary forces, composed of Army 
detachments who had gone over to 
the revolters, groups of factory 
workers, and a nondescript mob of 
radical malcontents, began to apply 
the torch and sword. Government 
buildings were burned to the ground. 
Police and officials of the old order 
were butchered in the streets. Crazed 
with the lust for blood and unchecked 
py any semblance of real authority, 
the Revolutionists indulged in a mad 
orgy of unbridled license, while Al- 
exander Kerensky, the Russian “man 


of the hour” gathered his self-elected 


parliament, the revolutionary council, 
in the Tauride Palace where once the 
Duma, quasi-representatives of the 
people, had sat. 


JC ERENSKY was faced with a hercu- 
lean task in his effort to erect the 


structure of a government from the 
irrenconcilable elements with which 
he had to work. The Liberals, Sociai 
Kevolutionaries, Social Democrats, 
Socialists, Anarchists, and Nihilists, 
all united in opposition to the Czarist 
regime, were, hopelessly, divergent in 
their conceptions of what Russia 
needed. The conservative or Right 
Wing of. the successful revolt fa- 
vored a democracy while the Left 
clamoured for the immediate rule of 
the Proletariat with the consequent 
confiscation of property and the 
elimination of the heirarchy of Class. 


QF the many factions which Keren- 

sky sought to fuse into some sem- 
blance of unified government, the 
Soviet of Workmen Deputies, an ex- 
treme wing of the Socialist party, 
composed of councils of workmen 
elected in the various factories and 
dedicated to the Marxian program of 
World Revolution, presented the best 
organization. Fully cognizant of its 
own strength, it made a bid for the 
allegiance of the soldiery before the 
Provisional government had a chance 
to function. Issuing an appeal to the 
people of Petrograd to establish a 
commissariat for the soldiers who 
were described as “the watchmen of 
the people’s interests” it succeeded 
in ingratiating itself with the all-im- 
portant Army. Following this ma- 
neuver with another masterful bit of 
Machiavellian strategy, it then ad- 
mitted representatives of the Army 
to the Soviet proper, and made its 
scope more comprehensive under the 
name “the Soviet of Workmen and 
Soldiers Deputies.” The peculiar 
genius of this political jockeying was 
borne out in the later developments 
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of the ill-fated Provisional Govern- 
ment. 


A temporary coalition of the various 

parties was laboriously effected 
by Kerensky (who held the portfo- 
lios of Vice-Premier and Minister of 
Justice,) and the Provisional Gov- 
ernment was born. It proved, how- 
ever, to be merely a makeshift for an 
unattainable ideal. Actually, it was 
but a loose union of half-satisfied 
dissidents which Soviet propaganda 
slowly but surely undermined. Ab- 
sorbed in the multitudinous problems 
of giving stability to the new order, 
of insuring constitutional reforms 
promised to the people, and with a 
laudable regard for right and duty, 
that Government, became involved in 
tiresome debates over trifling details. 
Profiting by its vacillations and bent 
upon the realization of the full So- 
cialist program, the Soviets carried 
on a ceaseless underground campaign 
against Kerensky and his followers. 
The murder of the royal family and 
all members of the nobility was de- 
manded. The morale of the army 
was destroyed, and while millions of 
deserting soldiers headed back to the 
cities, strikes were called in all in- 
dustries. The Soviets, fully coordi- 
nated and with the support of the 
greater portion of the Military, were 
in a strategic position to precipitate 
the Second Revolution. 


[ue interlude between the fall of. 


the monarchy and the establish- 
ment of the United States of Russia, 
lasted precisely, eight months. Dur- 
ea that period the cabinet of the 
onal Government, in an effort 
resent to Ae world a Russia i in 


Russia’s powers of resistance were 
low. The stage was set for the ap- 
pearance of a third Nicholas, Nicho- 
las Lenin. 


Vuapimir Ilyich Ulianoy, known 

to the world as Nicholas Lenin, 
was born in Simbrisk on the Volga 
river, April 10th, 1870. His father 
was. acting Inspector of Rural 
Schools. It is said of Vladimir that 
he was a precocious youngster and 
noted for his excellent behaviour in 
school. “Religion and prudent dis- 
cipline” were noted by the headmas- 
ter of the Classical High School from 
which he was graduated, as the basis 
of his education. He soon lost both 
his Faith and his interest in the class- 
ical philosophers of Greece and 
Rome and became devoted to the ma- 
terialist, Democritus. At the age of 
eighteen an event occurred in his life 
which made of him the potential des- 
pot of Russia. His brother Alexan- 
der Ulianov, then a university stu- 
dent and aringleader inan attempt to 
assasinate Czar Alexander III, was 
executed by the Czar’s police. From 
this point onward, Lenin, was ob- 
sessed by one burning desire,—to 
overthrow the Czars. Expelled from 
the University of Kazan for radical- 
ism, he then attended the Law School 
of the University of St. Petersburg. 
He was admitted to the Bar in 1892 


but devoted himself to the inculcat- 


ing of Marxian theories among the 
workmen rather than to the pursu- 
ance of the legal profession. Exile 


to Siberia for a period of three years — 


was the result. At the expiration of 


with renewed energy. Traveling 
throughout Europe, he participated 


existing governments. 


as. ee acces aoe 
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[me failed to soften his character. 

An absorbing hatred of God and 
the things of God slowly de-human- 
ized the man until he was described 
by a contemporary as “one of the. 
miost fearless, crafty, and willful ma- 
niacs of our time.” The advent of 
the World War with its consequent 
confusion was recognized by Lenin 
as the psychological moment for a 
redoubling of his labors to bring 
about the proletariat World Revolu- 
tion, the Marxian objective. He 
promoted sabotage, strikes, and do- 
mestic discord in an effort to turn 
what he characterized as, “imperialist: 
war” into civil war. In this he was. 
not immediately successful but when 
the Czar of Russia abdicated his 
throne, the German High Command, 
cognizant of Lenin’s radicalism and 
cf the nature of his program, decided 
to introduce him into Russia to fur- 
ther complete its de-moralization- 
Conveyed, from Switzerland, througin 
Germany in a “sealed ear” (German. 
authorities wished to make sure that 
Lenin would not stop off in Ger- 
many) he was deposited in Petrograd 
on April 16, 1917. 


L2N1n’s arrival in Russia marked 

the beginning of the end of alk 
honest attempts to give its people a 
democracy. The arch-conspirator 
was hailed as a hero and his personal 
triumph, temporarily placed in jeop- 
ardy through his expulsion in July 
by the Provisional Government, was, 
nevertheless, 


Kerensky in flight f 


all Russia. 


in radical attempts to Mok dees the ‘T'u1s, he 
It is a 


rendered complete, 
when on Ai ea 1917, with 
Petrograd, J 
his term, he resumed his propaganda Vladimir Ulianov became: ani of 
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Bright Lights 
and Blackfriars 


T would be a far cry from the 
| stages of today to the sanctu- 
aries in which the modern drama 
was born. Yet one might suggest 
that the far cry was heard one Sat- 
urday evening last winter by two 
priests who stood in a large hall 
filled with properties, scenic-pieces 
and all the varied apurtenances of a 
dramatic organization. A “Saturday 
night supper” had been finished. A 
few people were bending over the 
dishes in an iron sink. Two girls 
were busy at a gas-range. Three 
young men were clearing a long bare 
table. Others were slipping quietly 
in and out at the door leading to 
Washington’s Fifteenth Street. The 
frequent goings and comings were 
not explained until one young woman 
put away the paint brush with which 
she had been daubing a piece of can- 
vas, took off her smock and whis- 
pered to the nearer priest: “Father, 
may I borrow your Rosary for a few 
minutes?” “Certainly,” he replied, 
“but where is everyone going to and 
coming from?” “It’s Saturday night, 
Father, and we have been going next 
door to Saint Paul’s for confession.” 
She slipped out the door as others 
returned. 


A Far cry! An echo from the early 

Christian ages when liturgical 
worship begot the infant drama. The 
girl who could drop her scene-paint- 
ing to contemplate the scenes of the 
Rosary, accompanied by the chorus 
of an Angel’s words, is a membet of 


Washington’s Blackfriars Guild. The 
spirit of the Guild and that evinced 
by the girl with the borrowed beads 
are the same. It is a spirit which 
links our time with the springtime of 
Christian culture when men were 
certain that truth could walk the his- 
trionic boards with more grace than 
could falsehood. The eariy Fathers 
realized that, if myths and legends of 
antiquity could grow into living lies 
through the nourishment of dramatic 
enactment, lives of Our Lord and 
His followers could be taught and 
inoculated into the new civilization 
by the same means. Thus liturgy 
grew into a gigantic and daily 
pageant, out of which came mystery, 
miracle, Passion and morality plays. 
Then came the modern drama, the 
healthy child of a holy parent. Sub- 
sequently it become unworthy of its 
noble blood. Blackfriars Guild ex- 
ists for the purpose of reminding the 
drama of its high lineage. 


‘ue stage has frequently been in 

bad odor. In its Hellenic hey-day 
it maintained a natural purity, thanks 
tc the refinement of Greek mythol- 
ogy. The gods walked upon the 
Greek stage. Theirs were stellar 
roles in every tragedy. They were so 
important in the myth-ridden minds 
of the Greeks, so vital to the worka- 
day world, that they could not be 
kept from the stage. They were 
eods of handsome mien, those myth- 
creatures. If they were real, they 
would be welcome in any company. 
But they were merely ideas. — 


BY 
JOHN MCLARNEY 


‘Ene Roman stage reeked of moral 

decadence and of the foul breath 
of dying paganism. It assailed the 
nostrils of the Empire which mused 
in its own squalor. It was a shrine 
of degeneracy and a platform for the 
ribaldry of inferior devils. Plautus 
and Terence were drowned in noises 
which were beneath even 
laughter. 


satanic 


Aeainst this corrupt theatre of the 

Roman world the Fathers preached 
and stormed. “If you will laugh 
with the devil, you cannot rejoice 
with Christ,” they cried. Christians 
were forbidden to attend those the- 
atrical spectacles which abounded in 
vulgarity and indecency. In many 
cases, actors were refused baptism 
unless they forsook their evil pro- 
fession. Frequently excommunica- 
tions were hurled at the promoters 
and devotees of the stage. It must 
be understood, however, that the 
Church never opposed the dramatic 
art, but she fought furiously to pre- 
serve it from the diseases which had 
taken hold of Roman civilization. 
The maladies proved fatal, for the 
stage of classic antiquity, born of 
Hellenic culture, finally died of Ro- 
man poison. 


Yer before the demise was com- 

plete, a new drama had been writ- 
ten and a new stage erected. In an 
Eastern land upon a little hill near 
David’s city, the full plot was drawn 
in the Blood of Christ. The drama 
unfolded under the pens of Evan- 
gelists. Its story spread over the 
travelled ways to the far marches. It 
was the drama called the Mass, the 
true re-enactment of Calvary. 
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(1) “Catherine The Valiant,’ by Father Nagle, O.P. (2) Rev. Urban Nagle, O.P., Ph.D. 


Around the new stage floated the 
perfume of incense, rising as a 
prayer to the Body of God. 


"THE simple power of the Tenebrae, 

the elaborate chant of the Passion, 
the alternate singing of the Sequences 
on important feasts, the endless dia- 
Ingue of the Divine Office are all 
relics of the drama in early liturgical 
culture. The development of the 
drama which followed drew the 
Christian mind from the villainies of 


“the pagan theatre to the brilliant 


truth of Christ. The new drama 
differed in tone and color from the 
Greek tragedies. The new drama 
rested squarely on the purity of 


Christianity, as may be seen from 
the warm Catholicism of Shake- 
speare, while the Greeks sought 
piausibility in myth. The litutgy en- 
dures in vibrant life. The drama, 
born of it, lives for better or worse. 
The work of the Greeks, born of 
myth, endures only as mythology. 


Beacereriars GuILp takes its name 

from the most famous spots in 
the story of English dramatic liter- 
ature. Late in the Thirteenth Cen- 
tury, the newly-founded Dominicans 
came to London and built a convent 
around which the town wall curved. 
Beloved by the people for two centu- 
ries they received the nickname 


(3) The 
Stage crew at work. (4) Rev. Thos. F. Carey, O.P., Ph.D. (5) “Barter,” by Father Nagle, O.P. (6) 
Rev. John J. McLarney, O.P. (7) The First Legion. (8) Rev. Wm. R. Clark, O.P., M.A. (9) “Smilin’ 
Through,” Washington Chapter. 


“Blackfriars” and their home was 
designated by the same term. At the 
suppression of the monasteries by 
Henry VIII, it was seized and con- 
verted into apartments for gentle- 
men. Later, because of its large size 
aid because it was technically outside 
the city (the bulge in the wall fur- 
nished the technicality), it was chosen 
as a suitable place for- public meet- 
ings at which the danger of conta- 
gion was not too great. By Shake- 
speare’s day it had become a theatre 


_and has since won a primary place 


in the theatrical world. It’s name, 
“Blackfriars,” has remained, always 
reminiscent of the early development 
of English drama. 
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[HE story of the English drama has 

not always been happy. The pres- 
ent state of things on Broadway and 
Hollywood is the result of a deca- 
dence in dramatic writing which is a 
reflection of the decadence of our 
times. Yet the stage has become so 
strong that by a strange retro-action 
it has directed contemporary thought 
aid fashion. ©The scatter-brained 
philosophies of the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury, animal roars of the naturalists 
against the wobbly spiritualism of 
the idealists, all have spoken their 
minds on the stage. Puritanism has 
had its play time, and indecency has 
danced before the crowd. Man, the 
animal, has been amused and man, 
the spirit, has been seduced. 
not be stated reservations 
that contemporary drama is devoted, 


lite Cans 
without 


-. every art should be, “to assist in 
the perfection of the moral personal- 
ity which is man” (Pius XI: En- 
cyclical on the Legion of Decency). 


THE cali to arms against indecent 

movies, sounded by the American 
Bishops, has won the admiration of 
all thinking people and the enthusi- 
astic response of the Legion of De- 
cency. The wide-spread improvement 
of cinematic production is a tribute 
to the lofty campaign. But there is 
another dramatic evil which has 
subtly complicated the situation. It 
is an evil which the Legion of De- 
cency can attack only by indirect 
methods which, indeed, may not 
prove successful. The phenomenal 
erowth of the “little theatre’ move- 
ment which embraces the “group” 
theatre, the “roadside” theatre, the 
“community” players, the drama 
guilds and other institutions, has 
brought modern dramatic art, with 
all its good and evil tendencies, to ev- 
ery back water town in the nation. 


As the diffusion of moving pictures 


lias enabled Hollywood to attract the 
attention of the entire population, so 
the growth of the little theatre has 
drawn our people to Broadway. 


Pur “‘little’ theatre has become a 
“big” problem. Millions of peo- 
ple are actively engaged in it. 


_ Youngsters from school and college, 


with the memory of noisy success in 
the “annual play” still green, run to 
the 


stage entrances of local drama 


cuild and will not be denied admit- 
tance. The smart and sophisticated 
pieces of New York’s Roaring For- 
ties are selected emthusiastically, di- 
rected, produced and played with 
amazing skill. The amateur is ap- 
proximating the perfection of the 
professional. The fine art of Broad- 
way has been let loose upon the coun- 
try. While the improvement of am- 
ateur drama cannot be deplored, it is 
deplorable that the false thinking 
and, sometimes, the foul purposes of 
popular plays are infecting the ama- 
teur world. It is even more dis- 
couraging to contemplate the fact 
that while the professional may be 
corrected at the box office through 
the medium of public opinion (al- 
though the thriving business of the 
burlesque houses on West Forty-sec- 
ond Street may be cited against that 
contention), the young amateur, in 
the swim for the fun and not for the 
money, can snap his fingers at such a 
threat and go on with the fun. 


Fun! Apparently that, if the po- 
tencies of the drama with its ani- 
mated employment of the sister arts 
—painting, sculpture, music ‘and 
vo'ce—be ignored. Fun, apparently, 
if its undeniable power to cultivate 
the public taste be forgotten. It is 
fun with moral dynamite, unless the 
play be directed by wise counsellors 
who look to “the perfection of the 
moral personality which is man.” 


NFORTUNATELY there has been a 

sad lack of such guidance. While 
there can be complaint that roads and 
towns are. dotted with little theatres, 
conducted in most instances by ama- 
teurs, the types of plays selected for 
presentation therein must call for a 
cad commentary on the amateur 
mind. Far better the primitive gusto 
ef the red-blooded “melodrammer” 
than the smart or risque or “high- 
brow” creations of contemporary 
scribblers. There are two hundred 
little theatres actively engaged in 
communistic propaganda. A criminal 
investigator for the WPA recently 


told the writer of his vain attempt to 


cluding Washington, 
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close the theatre of a group subsi- 
dized by that Federal organization. 
The investigator saw the subtle in- 
fluence at work, but the directors of 
the WPA failed to recognize the 
communistic hoax and the play went 
on. While thousands of little the- 
atres thrive financially and _artisti- 
there are relatively few Cath- 
clic groups in the fieid. As the world 
cannot get along without the Church, 
the world of the little theatre cannot 
get along without a Catholic little 
theatre. 


cally, 


WT? is being done about it? 


Tue Reverend Urban Nagle, O.P., 

was one of the first to act upon 
three important considerations. The 
first is that the theatre cannot be cor- 
rected by merely being closed. It 
must rather be renewed in the spirit 
of its mind. The second is that the 
dramatic power inherent in Catholic 
life and culture merits theatrical pro- 
duction for its own sake and not 
merely for the purpose of bringing a 
remedy to the contemporary dramatic 
disease. Truth and decency are al- 
ways more dramatic than their con- 
traries. The third consideration is 
that Catholics, young and old, if 
properly approached, motivated and 
directed, are willing to lend them- 
selves to the work of the Catholic 
theatre with an enthusiasm and un- 
selfishness which is unrivalled in any 
cther activity of the Catholic laity. 
When Father Nagle acted upon these 
three facts, Blackfriars Guild was 
the result. 


Bracwrriars Guitp has the 
avowed purpose of studying and 


“producing plays based on the philos- 


ophy, psychology and sociology of 
the Catholic Church. The member- 
ship is open. The dues are small. 
The work is great. The members 
write or select the play, make the 
scenery, arrange the lights, fashion 
the costumes, conduct their own pub- 
licity. Indeed in some _ instances, 
they have operated their own public 
address system. In several cities, in= 
Providence, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Louisville, 
(Continued on page 31.) 
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IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 


A great congress which is mo- 
tivated by the loftiest spiritual 
ideals challenges all thinking men 
even though they are immersed in 
a purely material philosophy of 
life. The National Convention of 
the Holy Name Societies was such 
a congress for it drew men from 
every walk of life. It was _ pri- 
marily spiritual, convoked in the 
name of Jesus Christ to give hom- 
age to the Almighty. The conven- 
tion should have a profound effect, 
not only on the members, but upon 
the nation. 

The place of the Holy Name So- 
ciety in Catholic life in the United 
States has long been recognized, 
yet the approach of the conven- 
tion moved the Holy Father to 
send a message in which he called 
the society “one of the most po- 
tent influences for good upon the 
American Continent,” and gave 
His heartiest approval and blessing 
to all who took part. 

The convention opened at the 
Eucharistic sacrifice and closed 
with Benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. The Holy 
Sacrifice was offered for the de- 
parted. The living spent an 
hour in adoration before 
Christ on the altar to make 
reparation for blasphemy, 
apostasy, and atheism. It 
was truly a spiritual con- 
gress which attested be- 
lief in .God, in the di- 


i 


vinity of Christ, and the truths 
which the Catholic Church believes 
and teaches. It was a gathering 
of men who seek sanctification and 
salvation. 

Within the society there should 
be added vigor because the nu- 
merous activities with which the 
movement has been identified were 
discussed and debated. The sphere 
of the society should be extended 
because new undertakings were 
proposed or planned. The conven- 
tion did not rest on the record of 
the society but looked to the 
future. 

The great rally which closed the 
convention was a moving demon- 
stration of faith in God and loyalty 
to country. Thousands joined the 
mighty chorus that repeated the 
Holy Name pledge. Those thou- 
sands gave voice to their belief in 
the Omnipotent and they pledged 
allegiance to the flag and to all 
authority. If the echo of that 
chorus was heard across the land 
it should have given hope and 
courage to our fellow Americans 
to know that those thousands rep- 


resented millions who honor 
\ 


God and have faith in 
America. i 

The Holy Name Con- 
vention is now of the past 
but it is surely a glorious 
chapter in the history of 
the Church, in the kingdom 
of Christ. 
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ST. AUGUSTINE AND THE PROBLEMS OF LIFE 


(Continued from page 18.) 


silence our senses if we would 
reach Him; that God is Ultimate 
Being, Truth, and Goodness, and 
the source of these created quali- 
ties in the universe; that evil is 
not a substance, but only a nega- 
tion or defect.” Plato’s system of 
thought taught Augustine the im- 
mutability of eternal truth. 


However, intellectual conviction 

does not mean conversion. Just 
as this happens today, it held also 
true with Augustine. At best, he 
enjoyed engaging in conversations 
about the truth, without, however, 
conforming to its moral precepts. 
While at Milan, Augustine fre- 
quently listened to the great St. 
Ambrose, Bishop of that city. “I 
was not eager to instruct myself 
in the things which he said, but 
only to observe in what manner 
he said them. Yet I was 
drawing nearer, by little and little, 
unconsciously. And while I opened 
my heart to hear how eloquently 
he spoke, there also entered how 
truly he spoke.” 


Fumacty, when, in 387, Augustine, 

in the maturity of reason, en- 
couraged by the wisdom of the 
Gospel and led by the grace of 
God, asked to be baptized, he rap- 
turously rushed this heavenly tid- 
ing to his mother, who for thirty- 
three years had prayed for his con- 
version. In his writings Augustine 
‘left us glimpses of his colloquies 
with his mother, St. Monica, on 
the eternal joys of man. 


Is senses controlled by reason, 

his thoughts regulated by truth, 
Augustine in the first sentence of 
his Confessions viewed the whole 
problem of human life in these few 
words: “Thou hast made us for 
Thyself, O Lord, and our heart is 
restless until it rests in Thee.” 
There must needs be a Creator of 
the creature, a Creator of a trans- 
-cendent nature, a God, Who is the 
Essential Being. This Augustine 


formally declares when he says: 
“I gazed at the other things which 
were beneath Thee, and I realized 
that they were not wholly; yet nei- 
ther were they wholly not; that 
they were, since they came from 
Thee; that they were not, since 
what Thou art they are not. For 
that alone truly is which remains 
ineazed vat 
other things, and I realized that to 
Thee do they owe that they are; 
that in Thee are all finite things, 
yet in a different fashion; for they 
are not in Thee as in some place, 
but because Thou holdest all things 
in the hand of Thy Truth; and all 
are true insomuch as they are, and 
there is no such thing as falsity, 
unless a thing be thought to be 
what it is not. I realized, too, 
that not only do all things fall into 
their appropriate place, but also 
into their appropriate times; and 
that Thou, Who alone art eternal, 
didst not begin to work after end- 
less aeons of time; for all aeons 
of time—they that have passed and 
they that shall pass—would nei- 
ther come nor go did not Thou 
work and-abide.” 


unchangeable. 


‘To Live happily,” he says, “is 

not only to live according to 
reason, for that would be to live 
according to a human standard. 
To live happily is to live according 
to the mind of God.” “Virtue,” 
Augustine teaches, “is the good 
use of free choice. Where 
there is no recognition of Eternai 
and Immutable Truth, virtue is 
counterfeit even in the best of 
men.” In his work “On the Free 
Will of Man,” Augustine goes fur- 
ther when he defines virtue as “a 
good quality of the mind which en- 
ables one to live in righteousness, 
whereby no one will go astray, 
and which God freely operates in 
us.” On the other hand, vice which 
is the opposite of virtue, God justly 
transforms into its own chastise- 
ment, its pleasure always generat- 


af. 


t. arecent Holy Name 


Rally, held in one of the 
leading dioceses in the State 
of New York, 10,000 of our 
decorated Gregorian Brand 
51% pure beeswax candles 
were used by members of the 
Holy Name Society. This 
popular candle was chosen 
from a bewildering array of 
brands. 


LUX VITAE BRAND. 
The highest quality and 
most dependable candlethat 
can be made, containing 
nothing but 100% pure bees- 


wax. 


CEREMONIAL BRAND. 
Contains 60% pure beeswax. 
One of the most popular 
brands for Holy Name 
services. 


GREGORIAN BRAND. 
A51% pure beeswax candle 
that has achieved great 
opularity for use at Holy 
ame Rallies because of 
its dependable burning 
qualities. 


Our decorating studios are 
equipped to furnish on short 
notice original designs for 
ornamental candles. 


We will cheerfully send up- 
on request comple infor- 
mation regarding our deco- 
rating service and candles 
for Holy Name Rallies and 
services. 


DAVID MAHANY 
President 


NORBERT J. BAUMER 
Vice Pres. & Gen. Mer. 


TERENCE J. HUGHES 
Secretary 
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THE HEAD OF 
THE CHRIST CHILD 
IS THE 
OFFICIAL EMBLEM 
OF THE 
HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


The Official Emblem was 
approved by The Holy See 
and endowed with the bless- 
ing of the Sovereign Pontiff 
in 1909. 


An indulgence of 300 days 
may be gained each day by 
wearing it visibly on the 
coat lapel and repeating the 
words “Blessed be the Name 
of the Lord.” 


The Official Button is sup- 
plied in three different sizes. 
No. 501 is 9-16 of an inch in 
diameter; No. 502 is % of 
an inch in diameter; No. 503 
is 5-16 of an inch in diameter. 
Buttons may be had in the 
following finishes: 14kt. gold; 
10kt. gold; rolled gold; gold 


plate; sterling silver ; oxi-_ 


dized silver. 


The button used by most 
branches is the gold plate. 
Special prices are quoted to 
aes Directors of Holy 
Na tne a 


| | the record. From it we learn that 


| in other matters? 
| Christ are as is His person. The 


ing distress and filling the mind 
with remorse and shame. “For 
Thou hast ordained it, and so it is 
that every inordinate affection 
should be to itself its own punish- 
ment and torment.” 


AFTER his baptism St. Augustine 

lived for forty-three years zeal- 
ously engaged in the service of the 
Church, first as a layman, then as 
priest and bishop. As a philos- 
opher he transformed the thought 
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of Plato into a workable system in 
the Church, but it is in theology, 
in the “science of God,” that 
his most valuable contribution to 
Christ’s cause shines forth. St. 
Augustine did much for the Church 
in the field of speculative thought, in 


controversial campaigns, but most ° 


of all in the diffusion of love. He 
became a saint, and this sentence 
of his epitomizes his life: “Christ 
is my beginning; Christ is my 
root; Christ is my head.” 


WHAT IS THE BASIS OF MY BELIEF 
AND CONDUCT? 


(Continued from page 20.) 


make such a claim. If that claim be 
false, Christ is either a liar or one 
not wholly in His senses. There is 
no other alternative. 


Nove then the consequence. A ly- 

ing prophet must not be believed 
nor can his ethics be accepted since 
the fruit is as is the tree. There can 
be no truly lofty morality arising 
from a polluted source. In the sec- 
ond case, if he be mistaken as to His 
own position, what guarantee can wc 
have that His ethical teaching is not 
all tinged with the same flavor -i e1- 
ror? If He be not of sane mind in 
this most fundamental regard, what 
confidence can we have of His sanity 
No, the ethics of 


spring cannot rise above its source. 


| | Buz, for us Catholics, as for most 


Christians, we are content with 


all that necessarily flows from them, 
we profess our belief that Jesus 


“Christ is True God and Man, the 


second Person of the Most Blessed 
Trinity and the Virgin Son of the 
Virgin Mother, Mary. We regard 
Him, not primarily as a religious 
teacher, though this He is, but as the 
Lawgiver Himself, whose commands 
carry the full weight of His divinity 
and have the sanctions of His divine 
will. But He is more than Lawgiver. 
He is the Redeemer of mankind. 
There is no salvation by law, as Saint 
Paul repeatedly pointed out. The 
Christian law presumes that those 
bound to its fulfillment have previ- 
ously been saved. Of the need of 
this salvation we need speak but 
briefly here, since we have already 


discussed it in a previous article. Je- — 
‘sus Christ, being God and Man, can — 
be our adequate Redeemer since di- 
vinity makes the sacrifice of ‘the: bi 

; 


Cross roe oy sin, by re 


—— + on oP 


 Stauder of Rochester as 
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submit to death but He could not de- 
liberately will it. The life of any 
ethical leader may, perhaps, elori- 
ously and appropriately be crowned 
hy death but the life of Christ was 
simply the means to His death. In 
His case it is the death that matters. 
Strictly speaking, the entire ethical 
teaching of the Christ is a side issue. 
He lived only that He might die. 
That He should actually have devoted 
time and energy to the formulation 
and preaching of an exquisitely pure 
code of ethics was simply due to the 
fact that it was necessary to prepare 
the minds and hearts of man for the 
privileges and responsibilities of the 
Precious Blood. However, it is to 
be noted that this does not, in any 
way, change our obligation of obedi- 
ence to the ethics of Our Lord. They 
still proceed from God. Therefore, 
they must be obeyed and not this or 
that specific provision of the code, 
but the whole code, precisely as it 
revealed in the authentic 
teaching of the Catholic Church. In 
addition, we are bound, in further ac- 
cord with the law of Christ, not 
merely to practise the moral law to 
the letter, but to avail ourselves of 
those means which Christ has left us 
that we may be successful in our ef- 


stands 


forts We 

the Sacramental 
Christ died, but He lives 
and He lives, not only gloriously 
reigning in heaven, but in the Church 
and her Sacraments. 


SO todo: 


are bound to 


avail ourselves of 


system. 


The soul that 
claims, either in thought, word or 
deed, that he can fulfill the law with- 
out the sacraments is, to say the least, 
presumptuous and his wilful persist- 
ence can easily be suicidal. Christ is 
God and in consequence, His is a di- 
vine wisdom which it is folly to ques- 
tion. 


[ue Christ is the embodiment of 

love. Therefore He is the object, 
not only of our fear and our rever- 
ence, but also of our intimate and af- 
fectionate devotion. If then, during 
these articles, there has been much of 
argument and little of devotion, more 
of reason than of piety, it is not that 
there has been any failure to recog- 
nize the need of a warm personal re- 
lation between the soul and the per- 
son of Our Blessed Lord. For that 
there can be no substitute. It has 
been our object simply to provide a 
background which will deepen your 
devotion by strengthening your faith. 
Knowledge is the greatest aid to deep 
piety, for we love truly only that 
which we truly know. 


THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 
(Continued from page 15.) 


Holiness for his own most inspir- 
ing message to the Convention, 
and solemnly pledge undying al- 
legiance to the See of Peter, and 
filial affection of His sacred per- 
son while sympathizing in prayer 
with him in the great sorrow that 
heavily bears upon him. All beg 
on bended knee his benediction.” 


((arpinaL Hayes was the cele- 

brant of the Solemn Pontifical 
Benediction for which he had the 
the Reverend William Joseph 
Deacon 
and the Reverend Joseph Maguire 
ef Buffalo as Subdeacon. After 
the singing of the “O Salutaris” 


the Very Reverend Thomas F. 
Conlon, O.P., National Director of 
the Holy Name Societies led in the 
recitation of the Holy Name 
Pledge. After it was taken up by 
the thousands of men it mounted 
to a roar. 


AT THE close of the Renediction 

the throng sung “Holy God, 
We Praise Thy Name” and the 
“Star Spangled Banner.” 


HE National Convention 

closed and the delegates started 
the journey to their homes taking 
with them the memory of a moy- 
ing and exalting pageant. 
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RALLIES 


There is a steadily increasing use of 
Will & Baumer candles for Holy Name 
Rallies. The reason is clear. First, the 
fact that Will & Baumer as the pioneer 
church candle manufacturers of Amer- 
ica guarantees far more than satisfac- 
tory quality. Second, the full range of 
choice. 


For Rallies, as well as for all altar pur- 
poses, there are three specially suitable 
candles —the Purissima, the Altar and 
the Missa. The Purissima is composed 
of 100% pure beeswax, and every candle 
is so stamped. 


The Altar Brand, with its 60% beeswax, 
and the Missa, with 51% beeswax, are 
also steady and long-burning candles of 
excellent service, the other ingredients 
being the same high standard as the 
pure beeswax content. 


All three candles are available in all 


sizes. 


For complete information write to: 


Will & Baumer Candle Co. 


Inc. 


The Pioneer Church Candle 
Manufacturers of America 
Syracuse, New York 


New York: 15 East 32nd Street 

71 Broad Street 

Chicago: 162 North Franklin Street 
Los Angeles: 954 South Flower Street 
422 Notre Dame Street East 


Boston: 


Montreal: 
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IT HAPPENED IN RUSSIA 


(Continued from page 22.) 


[ue origins of the Russian people 

are still disputed. Some maintain 
that the first Russians were of Scan- 
dinavian stock while others hold to 
the theory that they are essentially 
Slavic. At any rate, it cannot be de- 
nied that the Mongolian strain in- 
troduced by Ghengis Khan and his 
Golden Horde, which poured down 
out of Asia, upon the petty feudal 
principalities of the Thirteenth cen- 
tury Russia, is easily recognizable in 
the Twentieth century Russian. Up- 
on the conquest of the Russian lords 
bv the Khan in 1224, a period of 
three hundred years elapsed before 
the Tartar yoke was thrown off in 
1502. During this time Russian 
princes paid humiliating tribute to 
the Mongolian conquerors and, iron- 
ically enough, indulged in intrigues 
among themselves to strengthen their 
position: with the Asiatics. Among 
the princely tax-gathers of the Mon- 
gols was one, Ivan J, Grand Prince 
of Moscow. Under the aegis of the 
Khan, with whom he had succeeded 
in ingratiating himself, he strength- 
ened his own position as ruler of 
Moscow and then proceeded to sub- 
‘ugate smaller principalities. Soon 
he achieved for Moscow undisputed 
ascendency over its neighboring 
cities. Russian historians have. des- 
ignated this period as the beginning 
oi the autocratic rule characteristic 
of the Czars. 


[wr Tartar yoke was thrown off in 

the 16th century. But Moscow 
had so consolidated its position of 
_ supremacy among the Russian cities 


: that it, saute veettieeh assumed ae 


gan his labors of transformation. 
Russian history records that, he cre- 
ated a Russian navy, organized an 
efficient army, introduced German, 
Italian, French and English culture, 
aud industrial methods, reformed the 
laws, improved civil administration, 
the Church and the alphabet. These 
are only a few of the changes which 
lie introduced. But more important 
than all these, at least in the light of 
later history, was his removal of the 
seat of government from Moscow to 
a new city erected upon piles driven 
into a Finnish marsh and named af- 
ter himself, St. Petersburg. 


To the Western mind, this Occiden- 

talizing of Russia was praised as 
a distinct contribution to civilization. 
But by the mass of Russians it was 
regarded as an unpardonable depart- 
ure from all that they had held sa- 
cred. Peter succeeded, ultimately in 
making Russia one of the mightiest, 
il not the mightiest of world powers. 
In doing so, however, he alienated his 
subjects from himself and those fu- 


ture Romanov Czars who were to 


rule from St. Petersburg. In order 
to preserve peace and order and to 
insure himself the necessary means 
of revenue, Peter, had erected an un- 
wieldly bureaucracy that stretched its 
tentacles into every Russian home. 
To maintain this medium of govern- 
ment and to provide the wherewithal 
to carry forward the expansion of 
the Empire, his successors gradually 
reduced their people to intolerable 
serfdom. Human life was cheap in 
the land of the Czars and the respect 
for human rights rare. Christianity 
had been introduced to Russia by the 


oS dees in the 10th century and the « 
Russians had killoned ee Greeks 


cally, Russia evolved into two enti- 
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The progressive cor- 
Russian Church 


people’s rights. 
ruption of the 
exisued. 


Wuen Peter imposed European 
culture upon his people, he also, | 
exposed them to vagaries of Euro- 
pean philosophies. At the particula~ 
period in which he re-orientated the 
educational system of Russia, the so- 
cial philosophies of the West were 
becoming overwhelmingly liberal. 
The theories of Bacon, Locke, 
Ilobbes and Rousseau were studied 
by the Russian intellectuals. Later 
Czars were to reap the whirlwind. 


PeErveER’s successors, with but a few 

exceptions, carried out, in every 
detail, the autocratic traditions of the 
Moscovite dynasty, with the inevit- 
able result that the Russian peasant’s 
condition became increasingly intol- 
erable. Russian intellectuals, seeking 
to free their compatriots from the in- 
humane rule of Czarist despots, 
sought constitutional reforms. These 
were denied. Reviewing the Revolu- 
tion from the vantage point of 1927, 
Father Edmund A. Walsh, S.J., 
noted authority on Russia, said of the 
last of the Romanovs, “The capital 
error committed by his ancestors who 
controlled Russia’s destiny and ~ 
moulded the forms of her political — 
life lay in their failure to create in 
the minds of the people a conscious- 
ness of common destiny. Histori- 


ties, distinct, antagonistic, and per- — 
petually at odds with each other. — 
Government was not conceived as a 
delegation of power to be exercised 
for the common good by a respon-_ 
sible trustee, but as a vested dynastic 
right to be jealously safeguarded and 
Gah ata the paces 
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ism provided a fertile field for the 
growth of the militant atheism of 
Marxism. In the latter part of the 
Nineteenth century the industrialized 
cities became breeding grounds for 
radicals of all kinds. The famous 
Russian secret police, to whom were 
delegated extraordinary powers, sent 
thousands to Siberia on the mere sus- 
picion of being opposed to the gov- 
ernment. But stern repression merely 
aggravated the situation. Overtures 
were made to the Czars by various 
revolutionary organizations; but each 
appeal for an honest hearing was 
completely ignored. The Czars, aloof 
from their subjects, had surrounded 
themselves with councillors whose 
philosophy of action was to keep the 
heel squarely on the neck of the 
people. 


Frrs4.Lty, a series of military disas- 

ters so weakened the prestige of 
the Imperial Government that its 
eventual downfall was conceded by 
most students of international af- 
Humiliating defeat in the Cri- 
mean War, and the later complete 
destruction of the Russian fleet by 
the Japanese exposed the corruption 


fairs. 


of Russian bureaucracy and the stu- 
pidity of Russia’s rulers. The clan- 
destine organization of revolutionary 
factions increased and terrorist atro- 
cities, in the form of violent mur- 
ders of officials and nobles, became 
more numerous. “The handwriting 
was on the wall; but Nicholas re- 
fused to see it. He entered the World 
War with characteristic bravado and 
complete ignorance of the true state 


ot affairs within his own domain. 


Nico tas Romanov did not survive 

the war. But another Nicholas 
came to sit in the palace where for 
three hundred years the world’s most 
short-sighted monarchs had domi- 
nated 180,000,000 people. Within 
ten years this other Nicholas died a 
raving maniac; but, before his em- 
balmed body was placed in the huge 
mausoleum in Red Square, Moscow, 
Russia, and the rest of the world, 
had reason to know that the Revolu- 
tion, merely, supplanted one despot 
with another, more cruel and inhu- 
mane than any, or all of the Czars 
who had preceded him. Russia had 
leaped from the frying pan into the 
fire. 


BRIGHT LIGHTS AND BLACKFRIARS 


(Continued from page 25.) 


their work has been commended in 
the daily press as of professional cal- 
ibre. Recently in Washington, where 
the Guild was founded, an audience 


ef six thousand interrupted a Black- 


C—_ 


Blackfriars 


friar performance several times in 
each act of Smilin’ Through to ap- 
plaud the best acting yet witnessed 
in the beautiful Sylvan theatre. The 
Catholic University of America has 
invited the Washington Chapter of 
Guild to inaugurate a de- 
partment of drama in the Summer 


session of 1937. With a membership 
‘drawn from governmental, academic, 
professional and social circles, the 


Washington chapter leads in its own 


olic dramatic literature. The older 
classics have not the tang of modern- 
ity, while contemporary plays on 
Catholic subjects are anaemic and 
dull. Yet while no source of dra- 
matic lore can be more abundant than 
the Church, Catholic pens are not at 
work. To elicit a living dramatic lit- 
erature from Catholic writers, to cre- 
ate plays with the power of Cradle 
Song, The Kingdom of God and the 
popular First Legion, the Guild is 
about to project a national Catholic 
play contest to which the attention of 
all Catholic writers should be at- 
tracted. The contest will be adver- 
tised in every educational institution 
in the country. Capable judges will 
be selected from among a large body 
of Catholic dramatic critics. A sub- 
siantial prize will be offered and, in 
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prize, a 
The 


to the 


golden quill will be awarded. 


acadition monetary 


winning play will be produced in 
Washington by an all-star Black- 


friars cast and will be published by 
the Guild with the permission of the 
author. It is not too much to expect 
that the literature of the theatre will 
by the the 


contest and that our national thought 


be enriched results of 
will be improved by the efforts of the 


best Catholic pens. 


Pue Blackfriar movement is not the 

first of its kind nor is it alone in 
the field. 
ever, and healthy spirit, nurtured by 


Its steady growth, how- 
the constant exhortations of its mod- 
erators, to unselfish labor and sound 
thinking, together with the success 
which it has attained in the few years 
of its existence, are sufficient to in- 
dicate that it is the strongest hope 


of the Catholic amateur stage. 


"HERE must be hope. 
“little’ theatre is here to stay. 
Permitted to run its own course un- 
euided by Catholic minds, it may 
cause more evil that its parent, the 
professional theatre. It is here to 
stay. It cannot be scolded or argued 
out of existence. 
hilated by dignified 
tion. It tan, nevertheless, be 
employed as a. force for good. 
It can be used by Catholic minds for 
the glory of God and His Church. 
It can be suppressed into service as 
a pulpit where, with the art and the 
delicacy which have always graced 
the aesthetic achievements of the 
Church, the doctrines of Christ may 
be preached in surpassing beauty. 


The gigantic 
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It cannot be anni- 
condemna- 


PuE intelligent Catholic cannot fail 

to recognize these facts. It is the 
contention of this article that intelli- 
gent Catholics, clergy and laity, may 
co well to give earnest support to the 


| Blackfriar and kindred movements 


sv that truth may march on—even 
on the stage. It is the prayer of this 
article that the Church will lend her 
beads to the stage so that the stage 
may go back to Church where it was 
born and in whose benign shadow it 


| should always remain. 
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